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Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration
Trust works in partnership with
Tetbury Town Council to
manage and develop the
town’s former railway lands.

Upcoming events

AFTER MONTHS of agonizing and then a
short debate at the last meeting of TRLRT,
the members decided that the
official name of the new arts
centre would be “Tetbury Goods
Shed”.

We appreciate that, for most
locals, it will always be just ‘the
Goods Shed’. We added  Tetbury to
distinguish our building from other goods
sheds, such as Stroud, and to ensure that

A name for the Arts Centre

28 March 2017
New seating installed

3 April 2017
Performance by Tetbury Community
Choir

29 April–28 May 2017
Select Festival (Textiles and
Contemporary Crafts)

HRH The Prince of Wales opens Phase One
HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES visited the
Goods Shed on 22 December 2016 to
observe progress and officially open the
building.

He was met by our chairman, Will Cook,
and the Mayor, Stephen Hirst, and was
then shown around the new auditorium
and a number of exhibits.

The Prince then met and talked to several
Trust members, showing a genuine
warmth and interest in the project.

He spent some time with the artist and
musician Nicola Clark and with the
amateur sculptress, Mary Doyle, whose
beautiful stone sculpture, Bernie the Owl,
had pride of place.

Before unveiling the plaque to mark the
opening of the Goods Shed, His Royal
Highness congratulated those members
of the community, some unfortunately
now no longer with us, who had
laboured away for over 25 years to bring
the project to fruition.

The Prince talks to James Scurlock, Jo Gale, Andrea Payne and Kate Lewis with (left) Nicola
Clark and Barrie Doyle   (Photo: Helen Hyde)

13 May 2017
Amico Quartet (on instruments made
by local craftsman Daniel Bristow)

20 May 2017
Blunderbus Theatre Company
(children’s theatre)

September 2017
Performance by Dursley Male Voice
Choir

Internet searchers would immediately
find it. The new name also gives rise to

the abbreviation TGS, which it is
hoped will become a recognised
brand of excellence.

To manage TGS there will also
be a new operating company,

formed to give TGS the
professional, flexible and creative

direction that will ensure that the venture
is a business success.

BY APRIL 2017, the Goods Shed will be ready to hold events. We are planning key
events and festivals around which the year’s programme will revolve but this will
leave plenty of opportunities for other public and private events. If you would like to
enquire about availability, please send an email via the website.
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The Railway Carriage is Here!

December 2017

Our Finnish passenger carriage arrived in Tetbury on Thursday 16 
November at about 10.20 am after an uneventful journey from 
Leicester.  After passing through the centre of the town the first 
big challenge was the turn into the car park road by the Royal 
Oak.  It took some time and a lot of to-ing and fro-ing but with the 
giant trailer’s steerable rear wheels and the amazing driving skills 
of Reid Freight’s team, the carriage was on its way down to the 
Goods Shed with just a few fence posts being subjected to minor 
readjustment.

Once at the Goods Shed there was some consternation from the 
small crowd of onlookers as the juggernaut manoeuvred itself to 
drive forwards onto the hardstanding that had been prepared for 
the rails.  How was the carriage to come off the rear of the trailer 
and then the tractor and trailer  get back on the road?

All was revealed when the front of the trailer was lowered to the ground and the tractor unit extracted itself 
by moving forward and then exiting on the adjacent roadway. The second low loader was then able to bring 
up the railway track and with its massive hydraulic crane carefully place the rails in front of the trailer.  A rail 
connection was soon made between the newly laid rails and the rails on the trailer.  With the use of a winch 
on the tractor the carriage was then allowed to roll down on to the rails of  its new home. Job done!  Except 
that the trailer was now tractorless, with brakes locked on and with no room to fit its driving unit on the front.  
Needless to say, the brilliant team from Reid Freight had a solution, however, it was nearly 7pm before the 
last vehicle left site and our fantastic new carriage and its steel access stairs were left standing proudly in 
their new location.
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National Railway Heritage Awards
Will Cook and Barrie Doyle have been invited to the National Railway Heritage Awards ceremony at the 
Merchant Taylors Hall, Threadneedle Street, London on 6th December in recognition of the Trust’s work in 
restoring the Goods Shed.  We are keeping our fingers crossed that we win an award or a commendation.

Much still remains to be done, however, before we can safely open the carriage to visitors.  The regular 
volunteers have now put the site back to rights and will be preparing the carriage site for safe working 
operations in the period before Christmas, but if you would like to help in the New Year by repairing the 
external woodwork, painting, connecting up the services or doing a host of other jobs, please do come and 
chip in.  We shall be meeting every Tuesday at 9.30 am from Tuesday 9th January 2018.

It is pleasing to note that not a penny of local rates has been spent on the railway carriage or any other 
aspect of the Goods Shed since the building was renovated.  If you hear anybody saying differently, please 
put them right!  That said, we are still dependent on charitable donations for capital improvements to the 
Arts Centre so please do consider contributing to our Carriage Appeal and, just as importantly do come 
and support our events.

Costs of Railway Carriage and the Goods Shed

Finnish Ambassador
Our Chairman wrote to the Finnish ambassador telling him of our work restoring a Finnish railway 
carriage and the ambassador has kindly written back and said he would be giving his personal 
encouragement to all Finnish companies to support us.  We have already had one donation from Finn 
Lines based in Hull.

Recent Events
November saw several great events in the Goods Shed.  Whole Lotta Led played to a full house of their 
appreciative fans and we hope to see more of them next year. The acapella male voice choir, AK47, were a 
great hit with the people who went to hear them.  Apart from making a great sound they were very funny 
and inspired many of the would-be choristers of Tetbury.  Terror on the Tracks performed by Don’t Go into 
The Cellar was a one-man theatre performance that gave us railway-based horror stories with spooky sound 
effects and appropriate lighting, The remarkable Sue Rae art exhibition came to a close and we shall miss the 
striking images that have graced the walls of the Goods Shed for a month or more but fortunately an equally 
brilliant display of art by Ange Mullen Bryan is now on display.  It is well worth a special visit to see it.
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From the Archive

This month’s archive is a photo showing the site of Tetbury’s station before the railway arrived. The photo 
has been taken from the Malmesbury Road looking north along the valley that was soon to be occupied 
by the railway line, the station and the goods shed.  In the centre foreground men can be seen working 
on the rope walk with the nearer man’s left hand on the rope making machine.  The Plash stream winds 
down the centre of the valley; in preparation for the coming of the rails it was soon to be diverted and 
channelled to the left of the picture.  The large spur of ground dropping down to the valley bottom would 
be dug away to create space for the goods shed and the sidings.  The large building in the background left 
of centre is the Royal Oak perhaps the only feature that can still be easily recognised today. 

Cinema

We’ve run out of railway stories!  Does anybody have any memories of Tetbury branch line that they would like to share?

Exciting times ahead as the cinema equipment will be installed during January 2018; a big thank you to Barrie 
Doyle for getting the cinema project to this stage.  The next steps are to continue the hard work of establishing 
the cinema as another great night out for our visitors.  A working group has been formed who will bring 
together all the important strands, not least, how do we ensure the films we are choosing to screen are the 
right films for our audience.  If anyone is interested in becoming involved with volunteering to help run the 
cinema please contact Kathryn Limoi at admin@shed-arts.co.uk.     Further information will follow in the new 
year to update everyone on the working group progress but if you have any questions in the meantime please 
do not hesitate to contact Kathryn.   

Railway Stories


