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Annual General Meeting

The 2019 annual general meeting of members of the Trust was held at the Goods Shed on 14th August 2019.  The 
Chair, Mrs Christine Berry, gave a comprehensive report on the great progress that the Trust had made in the pre-
vious financial year (Dec 2017 – Nov 2018) and reported that as of 30 November 2018, the charity held total assets 
less current liabilities of £319,371 financed by accumulated net assets of £277,891 and other loans of £41,480.  The 
Goods Shed continues to increase its turnover and it is hoped that the contribution from Events will soon cover all 
the many running costs of the Shed.  Fortunately the Whistle Stop Café, managed by Sasha Jenner and overseen by 
Will Cook and Caroline Morgan, has been a great success and its profits all go to maintain the building and subsidise 
the running of the Arts Centre.  If you would like to see the full Chair’s statement and the detailed accounts, please 
contact the editor.
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Change of Trustees
It is the Trust’s policy to have a regular turnover in its Trustees so that new ideas are forthcoming and we do not get 
stuck in a rut.  We recently saw the retirement of four Trustees who have all done a great amount of good for the 
Trust and the Goods Shed.  
Will Cook has been involved with the Trust since it started and was the Chairman from 2013 to 2017 during which 
time he led the Goods Shed renovation project turning the building from a derelict wreck to the beautiful arts cen-
tre that we have today.  During this time Will was also the person who probably did most actual physical work on 
the project using his carpentry skills as well as labouring.  Julia Hasler has also been associated with the Trust since 
the early days, first as company secretary, then as a Trustee from 2015 and as Chair in 2017 during the challenging 
period when we all had to learn from scratch how to run an arts centre.  She has been instrumental in fund raising 
and getting talent to the Goods Shed as well as contributing her legal skills.
Grayham Cleaver’s connection to the Goods Shed goes back further than all of us as he worked for the railway at 
Tetbury before its demise in 1964.  He has laboured alongside Will during demolition work, rebuilding and the in-
stallation of the railway carriage.  He had been a Trustee since 2017.  Sandra Ball became a Town Council-nominated 
Trustee relatively recently but has been a great help to the Trust.  Unfortunately with her recent bereavement and 
pressure of other work she has felt the need to step down.
We thank all of these Trustees for their robust contribution to the work of the Trust and are hopeful that they will 
continue their connection with us for a long time to come.  You may have seen some recent adverts seeking new 
Trustees.  If you are able to bring experience and enthusiasm to the position, please keep us in mind, we are always 
looking for capable candidates.
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On December 2 this year it will be the 130th anniversary of the first steam training arriving at Tetbury. On that day 
in 1889 the town turned out in force. Shops were shut for the day, there were banners, triumphal arches, proces-
sions and marching bands. Getting the branch line was the culmination of decades of campaigning for a Tetbury 
Branch line to Kemble and the townspeople felt it was the start of a boom time for the town. A few months later 
the new cattle market opened by the station and proved very successful. 

Heritage Evening – 2 Dec 2019
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To mark that day - and the culmination of a Heritage Lot-
tery project to collect current memories of using the train 
- Tetbury Goods Shed is putting on a special celebration 
evening. The History of Tetbury Society will be showing a 
wonderful collection of photographs from that day as well 
as historic pictures of the line, trains and personnel over 
the years.  It is hoped that Tetbury Model Railway Society 
will be able to display their new model of the old station 
and its buildings.  We also hope we can bring to life some of 
the excitement of that day using archives from the Tetbury 
Advertiser of that week....and some very bad poetry written 
at the time!  We’ll also be showing the fifteen minute film

minute film we made with local people remembering their time on the trains in the 50s and 60s before it was 
closed under the Beeching cuts. Among those we’ve talked to are Syd Mosdell, John Price, Grayham Cleaver and 
Pete Bristow who’ve shared their memories of working on the line and of using the line.  We’re also hoping to have 
some artefacts from those railway years - so if you’ve got any memorabilia you would be prepared to lend us we 
would be very pleased to see them.
The event is free, with a pay bar and the doors will open at 6pm....everyone will be very welcome and we’re sure it 
will bring back many memories!

What is the Future for Tetbury Goods Shed? 

(by new Trustee, Richard Warrington)

The Tetbury Goods Shed (TGS) is reaching a new phase in its development, which the Trustees will be spending 
some time considering over the next few months – it is a key question – where do we want the Goods Shed to be 
in 5 years’ time?  We have an Arts and Entertainment Centre that is doing well, putting on a wide range of events 
for Tetbury and the wider South Gloucestershire community, but what can we do to enhance the reputation that 
we have created? What will be the new areas that can be developed, but also what can we improve on to make the 
whole experience better for the artists, the patrons and the people of Tetbury more generally?

Continued...
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These are challenging issues and we have to consider them carefully as Trustees, as depending on what is select-
ed as a priority will require different levels of investment – which in turn will mean fund-raising and/or looking for 
donations or grants to help, as the Goods Shed is a charity (Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust Ltd) and does not 
have cash readily available for large amounts of spend.

The Trustees have been very grateful for the donations given to-date, so we are now in the position of needing 
to decide what the future priorities are – hence the need for the 5-year Vision and then a Plan to deliver (includ-
ing what levels of funding will be required). The TGS Development Group has been assessing many shorter-term 
needs. Most recently we have received funds to install the hearing loop to help with the acoustics for some patrons 
(for the cinema and music events), but we have a number of other areas we are wishing to improve, including 
items such as:
• The café facilities (both the kitchen area and also the indoor seating)
• The reception area, possibly to include a purpose-built bar area, to allow the kitchen to focus on the café 
service and clearing more access/space in the corridor
• A proper ‘Green Room’ for the artists, with a toilet if possible – performers need their own space
• Better air-conditioning – covering both heating and ventilation
• Lighting and other equipment relating to the stage area
• Storage capacity and where it is sited 
• Signage – both around the Goods Shed, but also in Tetbury itself, to raise awareness of what is being put 
on and where it all happens, …… plus many more …….

We also need to consider the Heritage of the site in relation to its links to the railway and we are assessing how we 
might be able to develop this aspect over the next few years.

We hope you can see that the Trustees are working hard to take the Goods Shed to the next level and we are very 
grateful for the incredible contribution from the volunteers without whom the events just couldn’t happen. Howev-
er, we are also very aware that we need new ideas which can be part of the vision and 5-year plan, so we shall be 
asking for views and input from a number of parties to ensure we keep the Goods Shed growing, boosting its repu-
tation, and making it an exciting venue on the arts and entertainment map for Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, Avon and 
beyond.
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The small receiver on its neck loop

Thanks to the Barnwood Trust the Goods Shed now has a hearing loop for the benefit of all who would appreci-
ate help in hearing the audio systems.  It is especially helpful when combined with the walk-about Microphone 
which makes it possible to hear both the main speaker and any questions from the audience.  The new hearing 
loop system allows the speaker’s every word to be clearly heard even if the voice is lowered at the end of a 
sentence.  The plus button makes the softer tones clearly audible while the minus button simply and swiftly 
tones down the sound should the volume be uncomfortably high.

Hearing Loop

The additional equipment for more specialised applications

Those with their own hearing aids can hear perfectly using just the neck loop without the earphones.  One 
satisfied regular said, “I just wanted to say what a boon the loop system is.  As I have hearing aids, I used this 
system for the talk last Wednesday.  The clarity was exceptional, crystal clear and I much look forward to trying 
it out for a film one Thursday.  So this is just a big thank to those who funded this system.”
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The Great Tetbury Christmas 
Art Exhibition

Are you a budding artist looking to exhibit your art work?  Or are you a more established local artist interest-
ed in some Christmas sales?  If so, we hope our Christmas Community Art Exhibition may be for you.  At the 
Tetbury Goods Shed Arts Centre, the volunteer team organising the rotating art exhibitions plan a community 
art exhibition from 11th December to 21st December 2019 inclusive.  The exhibition offers any artist, adult or 
child, the opportunity to exhibit and possible to sell their work in the run up to Christmas. 

We would like to attract work from the wide community and by that we mean young artists with artistic am-
bitions, amateur artists working for pleasure, children and students with artistic flair and indeed professional 
artists engaged with the idea of a light hearted community exhibition.  There is no selection process and work 
will be accepted on a first come first served basis.  The exhibition will kick off with a Private View on Wednes-
day 11th December 6pm – 8.30pm.  The Private View will be open to all exhibitors and their families, to mem-
bers of the buying public and to the Goods Shed volunteers.  We will run a paying bar during the Private View 
serving soft drinks and wine.  We hope to see lots of red “sold” stickers after the Private View and, better still, 
there will be no sales commission owed to the Goods Shed.
There are very few requirements:  a small entrance fee (£10 each adult entry, £5 each child entry); artists may 
each submit up to three works of a size no larger than 3’ x 2’ (900 x 600); the work may be in any medium 
(other than photography) and must be supplied framed and ready to hang on the walls of the Goods Shed.  
If you are interested in exhibiting please either e mail us at the Goods Shed using office@shed-arts.co.uk and 
heading your e mail: Community Art Exhibition.  Or telephone us on 01666 505496 and we will send you an 
Application Form.  If you know a friend who may be interested in exhibiting, please spread the word.  We look 
forward to hearing from you as we would love this exhibition to be a success and to become a regular feature 
of a Tetbury Christmas.  
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Volunteer Prize Winners
The latest deserving volunteers and lucky prize winners of two cinema vouchers are Janice Brown (July), David Dodge 
(August) and Ray Foster (September).  Janice and Ray are both stewards and David has been a long term fundraiser and 
helper, ensuring that information about events get out to the public.

Music.  On 26 July the Manteca Jazz Trio performed at the Goods Shed, on 17 August we had the Big R Big Band and 
on 31 August James Morton’s Porkchop, all of which were reasonably well attended.  On  6 September we had the 
Australian singer, Gemma Sherry with her trio, and on the 7th there was ceilidh with Bursledon Village Band.   The 
classical guitarist, Alan Brinley-Shaw, held a guitar master class on 14 September followed by a performance in the 
evening.  The Comedy Club on 21 September was very poorly attended in contrast to the sell-out jazz night on 28 
September held by Tetbury Music Festival at the Goods Shed.

Talks  On 31st July Dr John Andrews, a TRLRT trustee, gave a thought-provoking talk on Climate Change. On 15th 
Sep Dr Tony Walsh spoke on Tetbury’s Feoffees and on 25 September Dr Piers Brendan talked on Winston Chur-
chill’s conflicting feelings for, and involvement with, all kinds of animals.

Recent events

Tea Concerts  Tea concerts have started again at the Goods Shed, starting at 2.30 pm every Wednesday.  These 
afternoon concerts are more than just listening to great music, they are a wonderful opportunity for those who 
live alone or find it difficult to get about to meet and socialise.  Alas, some people need a lift to get there.  Could 
you help by bringing someone in your car?  Please contact Will Cook, 01666 502877. 

Following an introductory presentation by members of U3A (University of the 3rd Age) in May there was more than 
enough interest raised to ensure the establishment of Tetbury’s own branch of U3A.  On 14 August the Tetbury 
branch held its inaugural meeting at the Goods Shed and has now launched a large number of groups covering a 
whole range of academic, social, artistic and leisure interests.  One of the benefits of membership is being able to 
attend the monthly talks given by speakers from across the country.  The first talk was at the Goods Shed on 18th 
September and was given by Sandie Cox ARPS, DPAGB, the well-known wildlife photographer, who presented her 
work under the title “How to take Wildlife Photographs”.  The next talk will be about on the Wiltshire Air Ambulance 
given by Douglas Looman on Thursday 17 October (10.00 for 10.30 am) at the Tetbury Goods Shed.  If you would like 
to keep active by following your interests, go to the website at https://tetburyu3a.org.uk/

U3A
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At the end of August an exhibition called Concrete Fever Dream was installed at the Goods Shed.  It was a pre-

sentation of large-scale graphic prints produced by Will Hurt. It showcased images developed using the artist’s 

proprietary software Mass, initially a half-day project to codify Daniel Libeskind’s Micromegas drawings.  Over the 

last year, Hurt has developed Mass to create drawings and animations so saturated with complex geometry that 

they are only possible due to recent developments in computer hardware.  Hurt graduated from the Slade School 

of Fine Art in 2009 and has since exhibited nationally and internationally.  He was a finalist for the Lumen Prize in 

2017 and a judge for the Prize in 2019, and received a Shine Emerging Artist Award in 2017.  The exhibition was 

the first time that we had internally illuminated panels and an interactive computer graphic/video installation at 

the Goods Shed. A new exhibition by Nat Morley has now been installed, more of which in the next newsletter so 

don’t miss it. 

ExhibitionS

A Will Hurt computer-
generated print

Will Hurt’s interactive art installation

Nat Morley describes her exhibition to volunteer stewards.



Contact us if you have any questions or wish to contribute to the newsletter:  Kathryn Limoi, office@shed-arts.co.uk, 
01666 505496 (9am – 5pm, Thurs-Saturday), or David Walker, opheliatheboat@gmail.com. 01666 500137, or visit the 

Goods Shed itself by the long stay car park - for satnav use GL8 8EY.
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Volunteer News
We always welcome new volunteers and there is something for everyone at the Goods Shed.  We run training courses so there is 

no need to feel that you would not be able to do anything. If you can spare some time to help out please feel free to come to an 

event and ask any volunteer on duty how you can help; or contact the individuals below:

Office - Christine Berry 01666 503076; Events - Jennie Horton 01666 503569; Bar– Ros Tildesley 01666 502882; Café – 
Caroline Morgan 01666 505744; Projects – David Walker 01666 500137; Cinema – Sally Battersby 01666 504473; 

Exhibition Stewards – Margaret Gibbs 01666 502622.
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From the Archive
I’m afraid there is no “from the archive” in this edition.  If you feel you could contribute something or, indeed, anything of 
interest to FoGS newsletter readers, please let me know. 


