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Lock-down Continues but Some Light in the Tunnel
While the Goods Shed remains closed with no
forecast from the Government about when theatres
and cinemas can restart, the Trustees are making
their plans for the phased return of activities. They
want to be ready so that as soon as we are allowed
we can start putting on the events that we know you
are missing – but in a Covid-secure environment in
which all can have confidence.

Actions in Hand
 Non-contact Thermometers. Temperature
checking is a very useful element for checking
safe entry into the Shed and an initial one has
Trustees and their technical advisers cogitate the Covid19
implications on Goods Shed operations.
been procured.
 Plastic Screens. A screen for the Cafe has been
procured and is being fitted. We believe that the main reception in the Goods Shed will also need one and
investigations are being undertaken.
 Notices. The need to ensure everybody, staff and patrons, are aware of the latest rules are essential and
plans are in hand to have up-to-date signs readily available.
 Hand Sanitisers. Procurement of hand-sanitising stations is in hand for the Café and the Goods shed.
 Waste Collection. Unfortunately safety precautions will require us to use many disposable items and we
are adjusting our waste collection arrangements to allow for this.
 2m Spacing and One-Way Systems. Designs for various events using 2m distancing and one-way systems
are being devised. We shall need movable barriers – see how you can help in the article below.

Café
Great news – the café will be re-opening on
weekends from Saturday 4th July. Initially it will
only be for simple take-away but Sasha and the
team hope that they will soon be offering a full
selection of the delights that we have all missed
so much.
We hope you will come and visit as soon as the
café is open again but please be aware of all the
one-way systems and the social distance
requirements that will all be clearly marked out
for you. Unfortunately there may be no toilet
facilities at first as we try to work out how we
can operate safely. Stay Alert –stay safe.

Hall Hire
One of the great benefits of the Goods Shed is that it is a very large space which means that meetings, lectures
and similar events with 35-40 people present can be held there while still maintaining 2 m spacing. There are
many clubs and business forums that have been unable to meet during the present crisis because of the
unavailability of suitable venues. In pursuit of its goal to support the community, the Goods Shed will, when
Government allows, be able to offer its main hall for such meetings at low cost until such time as we are able
to open for normal business putting on cinema and live performances. If you know of any local club,
organization or business that could benefit from the use of the Goods Shed while Covid-19 restrictions are still
in force, please contact me (contact details at the end of this newsletter).

Barrier Poles Needed
Calling all DIY volunteers! We shall need about 35 self-standing posts on which to hang ropes to create
temporary barriers to guide people around events thereby avoiding too close contact with other patrons. They
are for short-term use during the Covid19 emergency but they may well find a longer term use when we have
to control the crowds flocking to the Goods Shed at the end of lock-down! In deference to their limited use we
have a design that any DIY carpenter with a few left-over lengths of planed 2”x2” can knock up in a few
minutes but results in a sturdy, utilitarian post. The Goods Shed volunteer staff will paint the posts and add
the fitting to the top that will take the rope. If you can help, please let me (details at end of newsletter) know
how many you could make. Design is at Appendix 1 to this newsletter.

The History of Tetbury Rail Lands and the Goods Shed
The story continues:

The History of the Tetbury Rail Lands
Part 2, 2000 - 2007
Optimism was high at the start of 2000. A Goods Shed Youth Theatre Group was established in January. On 15
February 2000 the architects and the arts consultant presented their reports to the Goods Shed Working
Group (GSWG), Tetbury Town Council (TTC), the Feoffees and representatives from Cotswold District Council
(CDC). The reports offered three options costing between £0.9M and £1.6M; Option 2 was selected and a full
colour brochure was then produced by Cheltenham Landscape Design (CLD). In July there was a Charity Polo
Match supported by HRH the Prince of Wales to raise funds. On 3rd November the Tetbury Rail Lands
Regeneration Trust (TRLRT) was incorporated as private limited company with directors David Lewsey, Will
Cook and Susan Stoner; William J Millar was the company secretary.
With the feasibility study and business plan complete the year of 2001 was to be spent in obtaining the major
funding required. Applications to the South West Regional Development Agency (SWRDA) and the Lottery Arts
fund were made. In May SWRDA agreed to fund the park infrastructure but the Lottery application was
rejected in June. Public fundraising continued with a 60s dance at the Dolphins Hall in May. A promotional
video was made and given a public showing accompanied by a prize draw. A children’s competition to design a
logo for TRLRT was won by Adam Philby. Disconcertingly in September the Secretary of State withdrew
agreement for disposal of land to TRLRT because the interest was not freehold but leasehold. Nevertheless in
November volunteers commenced work to clear up the Goods Shed.
In January 2002 work began on the park infrastructure and In February a "Musical Night to Remember"
fundraising event was held at Westonbirt School but little progress on the Goods Shed project was made. On
the 22 May 2002 TRLRT, having changed its “objectives”, became a registered charity and in July held its first
AGM. By then it was apparent that the relationship with the original architects, Gale & Snowden, had broken
down as finished drawings had not been produced. In September the Tetbury firm of Verity and Beverley was
appointed to the job and a Goods Shed project brief issued giving detailed requirement specifications. On the
16th of that month TRLRT was honoured when HRH gave his patronage to the Trust for a period of 5 years. In
October, to mark the completion of the park infrastructure, a circular pavement, covered in tiles made by local
schools and groups, was installed on the site of the old railway station as part of a public art project sponsored

with a grant from Artshape. As with all new developments there were objections from locals who complained
it would be used as a “viewing platform” for sightseers to gaze into their gardens. This diverted much timeand
energy by the Mayor and TTC away from making real progress.
Progress was very slow in 2003 with very little happening. TTC granted TRLRT a sub-lease of the site in March.
A site meeting with Mr Philip Skill of CDC Building Control established the essential work that was needed to
maintain the integrity of the Goods Shed and Mr Randall recommended demolition of the cattle loading dock
which fortunately was not acted upon. Julia Hasler was appointed company secretary of the Trust in July and
the second AGM was held in the August.
In March 2003, Verity & Beverley submitted a sketch of their scheme for the Goods Shed and this was
submitted to CDC as planning application (04/00804/FUL) for the conversion of the Goods Shed to a
community centre. The public were invited to comment and, in early May, TTC withdrew the application. On
13 May a tense meeting was held between TRLRT, Feoffees, CDC and TTC with Nick Hood, as the
representative of HRH, arbitrating. The aim of the meeting was for the other parties to find out TTC's
intentions regarding the Goods Shed. TTC indicated that it was considering letting the Goods Shed to a Youth
Hostel Group. It was also concerned that any changes to the legal documents might require them to pay VAT
on the public works loan they had taken out to buy the rail lands. David Lewsey for the Trust and others met
HRH again at Highgrove on 24 May regarding plans for the Goods Shed. The planning application was
resubmitted in August and then again in December. The plan envisaged a two storey construction, with one
half of the building having at performance area including a mezzanine balcony and the other half being café
and facilities below, and meeting rooms and an exhibition area above. Planning permission for the
scheme,estimated at £320k, was given on 26 May 2005 with the usual proviso that work must start within the
following five years.
In September 2005 Tetbury & District Civic Society issued a report "An Assessment of the Goods Shed Project",
and a "partnership event" was organised by the mayor with presentations and workshops but then a major
problem in the ownership of the land came to light. The Charities Commissioner ruled that the Feoffees, in
buying the rail lands, had not complied with the aims of their charity. The land had to be sold back to TTC and
the sale was completed in December 2005.
There followed a period when the Trust reflected on its strategy. It decided it needed more members and 12
membership applications were accepted in June 2006 and six new trustees were elected to the Board in
August. The members also voted to increase the number of town councillors on the Board from one to two. A
big boost came in July when Gloucestershire Rural Renaissance Small Project Investment Fund (SPIF) awarded
TRLRT £13,999 for the enabling phase of “Restoration of Tetbury Railway Goods.” New architects, ASTAM GBC
Consultancy, were appointed and in December they produced some revised plans with the cost of work
estimated at £1.2253M. Meanwhile, a lease agreement between the new owners, TTC, and the Trust was
being drafted. It was at this time that Cllr Dearnley was possibly the first to express a wish for an arts centre
rather than a community centre.

The drawings produced in 2006/7 envisage a two storied internal structure with meeting rooms and an
exhibition space on the ground floor and 8 small commercial units on the 1st floor. A modest extension
would house an indoor play area.

The ASTAM design required the addition of an
extension to the north to enclose the stairway needed
st
to access the 1 floor.

As funding for the rebuild failed to materialise,
the Trust became more involved in what was to
become the Tetbury Trail, a bridle path along the
old rail bed from Tetbury to Kemble. In February
2007, SUSTRANS gave a presentation in Tetbury
regarding the proposed joint footpath and
cycleway, and TRLRT then commissioned a
Tetbury Trail feasibility study, a large part of the
cost being paid for by Gloucestershire County
Council (GCC). In the following November,
SUSTRANS published its full feasibility report, the
cost of £13,0735 being funded by TRLRT's
application to the GCC SPIF. The total cost of
building the route from Tetbury to the Trouble
House was estimated at £280k and £800k for the
full distance to Kemble.

Meanwhile, also in 2007, Phil Randall prepared
and issued "Making the Goods Shed Work - A
proposal to Restore Tetbury Railway Goods Shed for Community and Small Business Use.” This envisaged
general community use on the ground floor and eight business units on the first floor, at a cost £1.684M.
The report announced that the Gloucestershire Rural Renaissance partnership had awarded £13,999 to
fund for preparation of building plans and submission for planning approval.
(to be continued)

Quiz
This month’s quiz is five more questions on Tetbury and Gloucestershire and a further five to test your
generalknowledge.
1. What connects Leighterton, Long Newnton, Down Farm (Westonbirt), Aston Down and Babdown?
2. What was West Street in Tetbury called before 1935?
3. What was the name of the only known casualty in Tetbury of German
bombs during WW2?
4. What was played at the Erinoid Ground (now the Bath Road Trading Estate,
Lightpill).
5. King Kenulf of Mercia founded this Anglo-Saxon walled city with a famous
abbey and which gave its name to a
shire?

County town of?

6. What are Dog Days and why are they so named?
7. In Victorian London pure-finders provided tanneries with "pure" to treat
leather and were paid between one and 4 shillings a pail. What was pure?
8. Who was the only English painter to be made a lord for his services to art?
9. How many voyages to the Americas did Columbus make?
10. If it’s the best thing since sliced bread, it’s the best thing since when exactly?
Artistic peer

West St as was

Answers to Last Month’s Quiz
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

8.
9.
10.

The Goods Shed’s railway carriage was built in Finland.
The second goods shed on the Tetbury branch line was at Culkerton (and still stands there after
conversion to a house.)
Bourton-on-the-Water is on the River Windrush.
Westonbirt House and the reconstruction of the Snooty Fox (White Hart) in Tetbury were both designed
by the architect Lewis Vulliamy.
The “Great Heathen Army” of the Vikings spent the winter in Cirencester in the year 879AD.
The RMS Titanic flew the Blue Ensign instead of the normal Red Ensign of the British merchant marine
because her captain, E J Smith, was an honorary commander in the Royal Naval Reserve and had a
warrant permitting him to fly the Blue Ensign on any ship he commanded.
President Mirabeau Bonaparte Lamar, elected in 1838, was the first president of the Texas Republic,
which gained independence from Mexico in 1836 but was not admitted to the United States of America
until 1845.
The Gregorian calendar was adopted in Italy in 1582, in Prussia in 1583, in Poland in 1586, in Denmark
in 1700, in Great Britain in 1752 and Japan in 1872.
Lt-Col Arthur Martin-Leake and Captains Noel Chevasse and Charles Upham were the only three people
to have won a bar to the Victoria Cr4oss.
The first uniform postal rate was first introduced for mail sent anywhere within the United Kingdom on
5th December 1839 when it was set at 4d per oz. It was reduced to 1d on 10 January 1840. Only on 1
May 1840 was the Penny Black put on sale and on 6 May it became valid for use as the first adhesive
postage stamp.

From the Archive
Before the Railway
In the December 2017
issue of the newsletter
was this bucolic image
of the rail park lands
before the coming of
the railway. We drew
your attention to the
rope makers and their
machinery in the centre
foreground. Two of the
men will have been the
brothers James and
William Orum, born in
Tetbury in about 1838
and 1844 respectively.
Their father William
(born Tetbury 1792) was also a rope maker. James died in 1907 but his brother, William, and William’s son,
William George, were still rope making in Tetbury in 1911. By 1939 William George, who died in 1950, was a
road length man which means that rope making died out in Tetbury sometime between 1911 and 1939.
However, this is all an aside as our aim here is to describe not the people but the landscape from the Worwell
(pronounced “whirl”) to Wiltshire Bridge.
We shall start with the area that runs to the south of what is now the railway line, from roughly where the
picnic area is for 900 yards in a practically straight line as far as a small S-bend in the track bed by the concrete
footbridge in Preston Park. This was a rifle range for which we produce as evidence a map of 1881, see below.
The map shows the target, the markers’ hut and the position of the warning flag at the east end, and firing
points every 100 yards back towards Tetbury. It is difficult now to see how the firers had a clear view of the
targets but there were obviously no trees or bushes in those days. The positions of the spots marking the

ranges are problematic. If on the map you measure the distance from the stream they are half way up a steep
bank which was there before the railway. The firing points must surely have been in the bottom of the valley.

Map of Tetbury in 1881 showing the rifle range on which the railway was subsequently built.

Whether at the bottom of the valley or up the bank it would appear to have been very dangerous to be
anywhere near the stream or on that part of Tetbury Common which is now Preston Park when firing was in
progress.
We have been unable to find out any information about why and when this rifle range was built and until such
time as more facts come to light we can only guess. The Royal Commission on the Defence of the United
Kingdom set up in 1859 reported on the country’s poor ability to defend itself from invasion by the French. At
the time the British Army was heavily committed to suppressing the Indian Mutiny and invading China which
left a shortage of armed troops in Britain. The War Office made the decision to organize local militia units
(predecessors of the Territorial Army), into a nationwide Volunteer Reserve Force which it named "the
Volunteers", of which the Royal North Gloucestershire Militia was one. Many of the local gentry already held
commissions in the Royal Gloucestershire Hussars and there was a modest history in Tetbury of military
ambitions dating back to the formation of the Tetbury Loyal Volunteers in 1803. This continued beyond the
coming of the railway as in 1891 James Avery of Hampton Street was a full-time sergeant major and drill
instructor for the militia. Due to the resurgent interest in local defence the National Rifle Association was also
founded in 1859 and this and the Royal Commission’s report led to many ranges springing up around the
country. We can presume that this was why Tetbury had its own rifle range.
For the description of the stream and valley bottom downstream of the range we are going to shamelessly
plunder an article written by Ted Prince in History of Tetbury Society’s Journal No 49 of Feb 1995. It is first
necessary to state that, for whatever reasons, in earlier times Tetbury appears to have been a wetter place

than it is now, so much so that in the 13th century there was enough flow from the combined Worwell and
Cutwell streams to power a water mill which was probably located just below their confluence, that is by the
south-west corner of the Barton Abbots grounds.
The Worwell stream is often cited as the source of the Avon although it has never been called the Avon by
Tetburians. It merged with another stream whose source was the Field Well in what is now Cherry Orchard.
In earlier days the stream ran from the spring close to Back Lane (now London Road) through what is now the
shallow valley on the north side of the Priory - then an enclosure known as The Park or Parks - then followed
the line of the bottom section of what is now Love Lane to join the Worwell Stream in the Horsepool (now the
site of the Millennium Green). There was no Cirencester Road running through the Chipping in those days, the
main road then being what is now Gumstool Hill, which then had the alternative name of Cicester Street. At
one time a bridge spanned the stream near where it ran into the Horsepool. Whether the confluence of the
two streams naturally provided a sufficient watering place for horses or whether the site was artificially
improved is now impossible to ascertain but the name is certainly of very ancient origin and is the earliest
recorded Tetbury place-name being mentioned in a charter granted by John de Bruce in 1290.
Now for the area that insofar as it retains a colloquial name at all is known as the Splash. This form of the
name seems to have been coined by the small boys of Tetbury who used to play in the stream which runs
through the area and which they mistakenly called the Splash. In fact the original name was the Plash, and it
referred not to the stream itself but to the wet area mainly on the north-west side of it extending from the
Horsepool Bottom almost as far as the Wiltshire Bridge. The Old English word spelled 'plaesc' or 'plesc' was
pronounced almost exactly as 'plash' would be pronounced today. It is only found in certain charter
boundaries so its exact original meaning is not easy to establish; such meanings as 'a shallow pool' or 'a marshy
pool' have been suggested for it. Ted Prince believed it referred in Tetbury to an area in which the water table
was so near the surface that it became flooded, if only to the depth of a few inches, whenever there was
exceptional rainfall. Ted heard descriptions of this happening in "The Plash" area earlier in the 20th century
from ancient inhabitants. The earliest documented reference is from the presentments of the Town Jury of
1743 which referred to "the Watercourse leading from the lower Plash Gate to the Long Bridge." Other early
references were from 1790, "the pasture called the Plaish", and 1816, "the pasture called the Plaish" and in
1836 one saying that the Plash is to the East of the Workhouse Garden. These show that it was the wet area,
not the stream itself which was called 'the Plash'.
The lane that ran through this area and alongside the stream was known from at least 1838 as Frog Lane. In
the 1861 census there was also an area delightfully called Toddle Frog Bottom. Frog Lane was shown as
inhabited in the 1841-1871 censuses but from 1881 nobody was recorded as living there although this is more
likely to be due to the name changing or falling out of use as there were still a large number of people living at
Horsepool Bottom. But the whole area changed dramatically when the Great Western Railway built the
branch-line from Kemble to Tetbury. The Local Board, a sort of forerunner of the Tetbury UDC & RDC, was
even at the planning stage worried about the consequences to the drainage system and the water supply that
might result from the coming of the railway. In the exceptionally wet August of 1888 the Tetbury Advertiser
commented that "the boys of Tetbury will soon have to bid goodbye for ever to their beloved Splash," because
of the changes the railway was about to bring.
One of the main reasons why Tetburians had been demanding a railway for so long was that the Tetbury Cattle
Market could not compete with the other local markets that already had railway links and could transport their
produce all over the country. There was only one decent site for a cattle market in Tetbury that could take
advantage of the new railway, and that was in Horsepool Bottom. What complicated matters was that it
belonged not to the Local Board, but to the Feoffees. (The Local Board had already replaced the Feoffees as
the official local government in Tetbury, but the Feoffees' ownership of all the so-called waste land in the
Town had left them considerable residuary powers.)
So a joint meeting was called, and the Feoffees agreed to lease the area for a cattle market for 99 years at a
nominal rent of £8 a year. (This lease must have run out in 1989; Ted wondered whether the terms were ever
renegotiated as nothing was ever made public.) This still left several problems to sort out about the drainage,
not least what to do with the slurry emanating from the cattle market. For a start, the Surveyor was requested
to have the Splash Brook cleaned out and the footpath repaired - also to have the outfall tank cemented and
repaired. He said that he thought it would be a good plan to have one or two catch pits made under the

sewers in the Splash for the sand to drop into, instead of allowing it to be washed down into the outfalls.
Other works were reported in November 1889 by the Tetbury Advertiser:
"The entrance for the goods yards is from Cirencester Road …..,“it has been found necessary to construct a 5feet culvert carried on piles, under this road, in order to continue the River Avon otherwise the stream would
be completely stopped."
There is an interesting problem that Ted Price identified. In Stephen Randolph's 'The Tetbury Branch' he has a
photograph of the area, the same as reprinted above, taken sometime before the coming of the railway.
Underneath is the following caption: "The site occupied by Tetbury station was formerly a flat water meadow
(i.e. the Plash) with the stream meandering through the middle. To accommodate the railway formation the
stream was diverted to the left (i.e. the west)." Ted Prince said “This seems to be generally accepted and
twenty yards is often quoted as the amount of the diversion. But is it true? I print (below) photocopies of two
maps as near as dammit the same scale, the first reduced from the 25" OS map of 1881 - well before the
coming of the railway - and the second enlarged from the current edition of the Pathfinder map - long after
the railway has come and gone. To me they seem to suggest that no such diversion has occurred. The modern
map appears to represent accurately the ground as I see it today, and the 1881 map looks just the same as it
does. So is the diversion a myth?”
Ted had a point. But look again at the photograph. It would have been taken from Wiltshire Bridge. The man
sitting on the fence is where on the 1881 map we have put the tip of the red arrow. The footpath leading to
the Horsepool can clearly be seen to the left appearing to start by the white hut and going diagonally across
the Plash to run alongside the Worwell stream. So what is the feature that runs right down the middle of the
Plash just above the man’s head? Is it another path (not shown on the map) or is it a stream? What is the line
on the map that runs through the middle of the Plash? It’s not a fence line as none is shown in the photo. Is it
a county or district boundary? Or is it a second stream? As usual, answers on a post card, please.

1881 OS map

Modern OS map

Contact me if you have any questions or wish to contribute to the newsletter: David Walker, 01666 500137 or
opheliatheboat@gmail.com.

Appendix 1 – Barrier Post Drawings

