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Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration
Trust works in partnership with
Tetbury Town Council to
manage and develop the
town’s former railway lands.

Upcoming events

AFTER MONTHS of agonizing and then a
short debate at the last meeting of TRLRT,
the members decided that the
official name of the new arts
centre would be “Tetbury Goods
Shed”.

We appreciate that, for most
locals, it will always be just ‘the
Goods Shed’. We added  Tetbury to
distinguish our building from other goods
sheds, such as Stroud, and to ensure that

A name for the Arts Centre

28 March 2017
New seating installed

3 April 2017
Performance by Tetbury Community
Choir

29 April–28 May 2017
Select Festival (Textiles and
Contemporary Crafts)

HRH The Prince of Wales opens Phase One
HRH THE PRINCE OF WALES visited the
Goods Shed on 22 December 2016 to
observe progress and officially open the
building.

He was met by our chairman, Will Cook,
and the Mayor, Stephen Hirst, and was
then shown around the new auditorium
and a number of exhibits.

The Prince then met and talked to several
Trust members, showing a genuine
warmth and interest in the project.

He spent some time with the artist and
musician Nicola Clark and with the
amateur sculptress, Mary Doyle, whose
beautiful stone sculpture, Bernie the Owl,
had pride of place.

Before unveiling the plaque to mark the
opening of the Goods Shed, His Royal
Highness congratulated those members
of the community, some unfortunately
now no longer with us, who had
laboured away for over 25 years to bring
the project to fruition.

The Prince talks to James Scurlock, Jo Gale, Andrea Payne and Kate Lewis with (left) Nicola
Clark and Barrie Doyle   (Photo: Helen Hyde)

13 May 2017
Amico Quartet (on instruments made
by local craftsman Daniel Bristow)

20 May 2017
Blunderbus Theatre Company
(children’s theatre)

September 2017
Performance by Dursley Male Voice
Choir

Internet searchers would immediately
find it. The new name also gives rise to

the abbreviation TGS, which it is
hoped will become a recognised
brand of excellence.

To manage TGS there will also
be a new operating company,

formed to give TGS the
professional, flexible and creative

direction that will ensure that the venture
is a business success.

BY APRIL 2017, the Goods Shed will be ready to hold events. We are planning key
events and festivals around which the year’s programme will revolve but this will
leave plenty of opportunities for other public and private events. If you would like to
enquire about availability, please send an email via the website.
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We have now had several exhibitions of artwork at the Goods 
Shed.  Without a doubt the biggest in terms of canvas size has 
been that by the local artist, Simon Packard, which is 
currently on display.  The series of pictures is called 
Immunity and the artwork was both inspired by the Goods 
Shed and tailored specifically to fit in it.  Its sombre colours 
and complex collage of shapes reflects the industrial engi-
neering heritage of the railway and the Goods Shed.  It will 
still be on show for a while longer so do make sure you see it.

A GREAT WEEKEND
The recent weekend (11-13 August) was one of our best so far, and a real testament to all the hard work and 
commitment of our volunteers that is making the Goods Shed a success.  The Friday morning’s Hysterical 
Historical children’s event saw around 100 mums, dads and children fill the main room. Jennie Horton and 
Mandie Cran managed the crowd incredibly well and the show went down a storm.  On Saturday night, 
Le Swing was a sell-out which generated some great comments on our Facebook and Twitter pages from 
audience members who said it was a “welcoming atmosphere”, a “superb band” and a “terrific evening”.   
Throughout the weekend Carolyn Witcher and Will Cook organised and ran our first ever Stone Carving Course. 
This was very gratifying for us as each of these budding artists had paid £200 to complete the course and this 
demonstrated the great trust and confidence they had in the quality of our offering.
 
Then on Sunday, Jill Dodge and her team held the fort at the annual Tetbury Summer Show, with Grayham 
Cleaver in charge of the procession. Attending local events like this is a wonderful marketing technique for us 
and gives us a chance to show off what we are doing to an even bigger audience.  Over the whole weekend 
more than 300 people must have visited the Shed at some point. That is most rewarding to all involved with the 
Good Shed and, hopefully, a portent of more success to come

We have recently had a visit by two representatives of the Railway Heritage Trust to see whether the Goods Shed 
development is worthy of an award.  In 1985 British Rail set up the Railway Heritage Trust as an independent 
company, to assist the operational railway in its preservation and upkeep of listed buildings and structures, and 
to facilitate the transfer of non-operational premises and structures to outside bodies willing to undertake their 
preservation.  Cont...

Railway Heritage Trust

Unstoppable Jill
Jill Dodge continues her indefatigable fundraising with a coffee morning on Thursday 7 September 2017 be   
tween 10 am and 1pm at 3 Northleaze in aid of MacMillan Cancer Support and the Goods Shed.  There will be 
cakes, a raffle , a chance to gossip and much more.  Tickets for Richard George’s Train Stories piano recital on 6 
October will also be available.

n

Exhibitions at the Goods Shed
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This was so that valuable railway items could remain with us and be looked after, 
both when they are still in use and when change has removed their operational utility.  
Upon the privatisation of the railways, the Railway Heritage Trust was maintained, and 
Network Rail and the Highways Agency Historical Railways 
Estate now sponsor the work it does. 
The Goods Shed is an unusual project for the Railway Heritage Trust to consider but 
we hope that their inspectors were suitably impressed and that we will be put on the 
long list for  consideration.
One of the features which would really boost the appearance of the Goods Shed (and 
provide welcome shelter from the rain) would be the reinstatement of the old canopy 
along with its iconic GWR valance.  The cost is estimated at over £13,000; this would 
make a challenging but attainable target for a fundraising drive.  Ideas on a 
postcard, please.

Sue Stoner Seat
Earlier this year a bench was installed opposite the main entrance 
of the Goods Shed in memory of Sue Stoner who did so much to 
make the Goods Shed what it has now become.  It was installed by 
volunteers from the Trust and paid for by several friends of Sue who 
wanted to show their appreciation for a life well lived.

Canopy

Richard George writes: In the short time I have been booking Music Events for the Goods Shed, I have 
certainly found the role to be a demanding one! Indeed, it is a responsibility which is difficult to get ab-
solutely right as I am only too aware that we all (quite rightly) have an opinion about what makes good 
music, and what music Tetbury should listen to! For my own part in the process, I can at least drawer 
upon my own musical career background and experiences. I can also maintain an awareness of the im-
portance of exposure to an eclectic range of genres in an attempt to cater for as wide a variety of musi-
cal taste as possible. Fortunately, the Events Committee is always just an email away in order to balance 
and respond to my own artist ideas. By the end of this year, the Goods Shed will have hosted pop, rock, 
heavy metal, classical, choir, Vintage Parisian, folk, Latin and jazz concerts - hopefully not a bad range for 
starters! I have to say that working within the Event Booking team (led by our Arts Centre Manager, Hel-
en Hyde) has been a real pleasure; people who simply want to bring entertainment, culture and learning 
opportunities to our town. The booking process is a time-consuming one, though also a rewarding one. 
Artists themselves are always so enthusiastic, clearly wanting to put on the very best show they can; but 
they are also enthusiastic for the future of the centre, aware of the ‘newness’ and this early evolutionary 
stage of the Goods Shed. 

Being a TGS Event Booker
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Continuing the series of reporting memories of the Tetbury branch line:

“Our family can be traced in Tetbury as far back as the 16th century, so we are probably one of the oldest 
families in town. I started work at 16, like my older brother, as a cleaner on the railway, in 1951-52. We lads would 
clean the train, throw out all the rubbish left at the bottom of the coal tender and re-load it with fresh coal. At 4 am 
we’d light the engine’s fire, to start building up steam ready for Mr Bird, the driver to come 
in at 6 am.

“Mr Bolton was the Parcel Man. He dealt with all the post and packaged freight. I can remember a Mr Ackroyd and 
there were the guards, Mr Waters and Ray Piers, whose father was a ganger1 on the railway who walked the line 
from Tetbury to Kemble.

 “Sometimes, if Tim O’Shea was the driver at night, he’d sound the hooter for much longer than normal as we 
rushed at top speed in an empty train crossing Larkhill Bridge. The wheels used to squeal as we took the curve, that 
was always a laugh.  That was just before the end of steam, when diesel took over from coal”. GC
1The ganger managed a team of repairers who walked their stretch of track to ensure it stayed in good condition, 
clear and safe. The vibration of heavy trains would sometimes loosen parts of the track and it was the ganger’s job 
to spot this and fix them, get the chocks knocked back under the rail, tighten any loose bolts fixing the rail to the 
sleepers, and clear any obstructions falling on or overhanging the line. This was a hard outdoor, all-weather job, 
often going on late into the night, at any time of the year.

AUGUST
2017

Continuing the December 1889  report in the Tetbury Advertiser:

The Goods Shed in 1889

 “As we proceed towards the goods shed, we notice that the line enters the station upon a slight curve which 
becomes more acute as the station-yard is reached.  In the yard is erected a very fine goods shed, 64 ft by 42 ft, 
which will fulfil the requirements of the goods department for some years to come.  It is very strongly built, the 
floor, of course, being made to sustain great weight.  In this shed is a crane capable of lifting 35cwt., and near it is 
a weighing machine, which will indicate two tons.  In one corner is a lock-up for small parcels, and at the opposite 
end is situated in the goods clerk’s office, which is fitted up very elaborately, with polished woodwork and a stove 
of Leamington bars, while over this there is a small, but convenient, book-loft.  The shed is entered at both ends 
and one side by massive doors traversing on a series of rollers.  Outside the goods shed is a large weigh-bridge 
for wagons, &c., all the weighing apparatus being supplied by Messrs. Pooley & Sons, of Liverpool and London.  
At the end of the shed is an office for the weigh-bridge.”
During the demolition of the platform in the Goods Shed the cast iron base of the 35cwt crane was found below 
the platform, see FoGS Newsletter Issue 2, Sep 2016.  The location of the weighing machine was also found, 
identifiable by the brick piers built to take its weight and to provide a solid base.

Railway Stories

From the Archive

The weighbridge before removalThe original 35cwt crane The base of the 2 ton capacity weighing 
machine

The base of the 35cwt crane found 
during demolition


