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Community, Creativity, Culture
New Play Park Opens
From the very earliest days a play park for
children was always a part of the Trust’s vision
for the redevelopment of the rail lands,
however, with the great challenges of running
the Goods Shed Arts Centre, priorities slipped
and it was left to Will Cook, our President, to
independently drive this wonderful project.
Will produced a delightful design paying
homage to Tetbury’s rail heritage and then
secured the funding necessary to build it. The
result is a great new play park for Tetbury’s
young children just a stone’s throw from the
Whistle Stop Café where parents and
guardians can take a few moments to enjoy
The new play park has been joyfully used by the children of
Tetbury since it was first (unofficially) opened.

some refreshment while keeping a watchful eye on their
children.
The play park was constructed by Discovery Timber Play of
Stonehouse after Will and some volunteer helpers had
cleared and prepared the ground. It includes a small wooden
engine and truck and a signal box based on the actual one
that once stood in Tetbury but was then dismantled and
reconstructed in Stephen Randolf’s back garden. There is a
“passenger bridge” which includes a slide, hanging rings and a
climbing wall. There are also two swings, one for toddlers and
one for bigger children. It has been full of excited children
since it first unofficially opened.

Will says a few words before asking the mayor
of Tetbury, Cllr Ann Pearce to officially open the
play park.

The play park was officially opened by the Mayor of Tetbury at 11am on Friday 21 August 2020 before a goodsize crowd of delighted parents, thrilled children, Trust volunteers and other members of the community. Will
expressed his thanks to the Discovery Timber Play, Eagle Plant, all volunteers who had helped him and, of
course, all who had provided the funds including Tetbury Town Council, Cotswold District Council, the
Summerfield Trust, the Feoffees and many, many individuals.

At the Goods Shed
With Covid19 still with us it has obviously proved very difficult to produce any kind of programme of events for
the future and those events that were pencilled in for October have all been cancelled. However, progress has
been made. I hope that all of you answered the short questionnaire in which we attempted to gauge the

likelihood of our customers returning to attend events. The number of people who answered the
questionnaire was very heartening in itself. The results showed a large amount of positivity but with an
understandable level of caution. We hope to run a trial of a socially-distanced cinema event in October. As an
average attendance at cinema is less than 40, there should be no problem accommodating people in the 60
seats that will be available. It will be booking in advance only with allocated seat numbers; look out for more
details.
Our office staff, Nick and Kathryn, have returned to work on a one-day a week basis to start planning for the
future. We have a new Trustee, Mr Tim Lethaby, who has taken on the role of Building Controller and has
already turned his skills to excellent practical work in maintaining the paths and tentage. The Trustees have
advanced plans for improvements to the facilities including improved lighting, Wi-Fi and CCTV while
restoration of the rear of the railway carriage goes on, weather allowing.

TRLRT Website

The Tetbury Trail - read more on the new website
about how you can support it.

As you will read later in the newsletter, the Trust first set
up a website in early 2014 but with the opening of the
Arts Centre in 2017 a new website was created that
concentrated on events at the Goods Shed. Sadly the old
website fell into disuse and there was then nowhere to
read about the other activities of the Trust except in this
newsletter. The Trust continues to pursue its mission of
improving the old rail lands, not least developing the
Tetbury Trail and now we have a new website where
anyone can read all about it at
- https://tetburyraillands.org/.
The site not only gives all the latest news it also describes
the facilities that are now available in the park lands
including the Tetbury Trail and the Exercise Trail. There
is also a list of Trustees with a brief biography of each
and an archive.

Whistle Stop Café
The café continues to operate its take-away service to a very appreciative clientele but is now open 5 days a
week Wednesday to Sunday. Opening hours are 10am – 4pm except Wednesday which is noon to 4 pm. Sales
have been good but, not surprisingly, have not yet reached last year’s figures so we do encourage you to come
along. We have obtained another four picnic benches so there is plenty of room for all to sit in the fresh air
enjoying the peace and joys of nature.
Don’t forget to combine your Saturday visit to the café with a visit to Ros’s naturally grown vegetable stall
which can be found next to the café from late morning to early afternoon. Unfortunately there are still no
toilet facilities.

The Tetbury Trail
Surfacing the Tetbury Trail
Following the extension of the Tetbury Trail to the Trouble House volunteers constructed a ramp from the
Long Newnton road down to the rail bed and cleared the undergrowth to form a path. However, this section of
bridleway onwards is still rough, very uneven and extremely muddy in places, especially during the winter.
Accordingly we want to put an all-weather surface along the new section of the Trail so it can be used all year
round by walkers, runners, cyclists, horse riders, parents with prams/pushchairs and wheelchair/mobile
scooter users. This will particularly help the elderly and less able who find it difficult walking along rough
country footpath, up steep slopes, across ploughed fields and having to climb over stiles, walls, electric fences
etc.

We intend to lay a crushed limestone surface similar to that on the first section of the Trail between the picnic
area and the end of Preston Park. Crushed limestone is a natural material that blends in with the landscape
over time and is suitable for all types of users. A sustainable process will be used that recycles the existing
track bed material in an environmentally friendly way. We are currently applying for grants to surface the
section of bridleway from the Newnton Hill road to the side of the Trouble House. If all goes well we hope to
start the work in the autumn. If you would like to contribute, help out or just give your comments, please
contact the Rail Bed Project Manager, Paul Lockley.

Community Bike Ride
Due to the COVID-19 epidemic this year’s Community Bike Ride has unfortunately had to be postponed until
2021. Bike Week events were also cancelled due to the need to socially distance, but they will be held again
next year. The new date for the rearranged Community Bike Ride will be posted as soon as possible.

Easyfundraising
We have been very remiss in not thanking all those people who have signed up to Easyfundraising in order to
effortlessly donate to the Goods Shed. We have raised over £300 and the money continues to come in. We
get informed of each donation so we know who you are and very much appreciate what you do. If you have
not already signed up please do consider it. Just go to https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/, use the search
box to find Tetbury Goods Shed and sign up. It costs you absolutely nothing but every time you purchase
something on line from suppliers who are signed up to the scheme the Goods Shed gets a donation.

The History of Tetbury Rail Lands and the Goods Shed
In June’s newsletter we continued the story of Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration Trust with Part 2, 2000 – 2007,
and you would be right to expect Part 3, 2008-2013, which might be sub-titled “The Wilderness Years”, but,
due to the dearth of material, researching it is proving challenging. If anybody has any minutes of meetings,
photographs or articles written during this period, please let me know. In the meantime, after skipping Part 3
for now, we bring you:

The History of the Tetbury Rail Lands
Part 4, 2013 - 2015
In January 2013, Will Cook, who had been one of the original Trustees but who had resigned in 2001, rejoined
the Board of TRLRT. The plans were dusted off and a new estimate of £444k was given for the renovated
Goods Shed. At the Tetbury Heritage Day on 14 September
2013 a “brick appeal” was launched whereby individuals could
th
sponsor a brick to go into the construction. On the 26 of that
month the Chairman at that time, Fred Lockey, announced his
resignation and Will Cook was elected Chair. In the November
Jill Dodge held her first coffee morning in support of the Goods
Shed and raised the first of many thousands of pounds. In the
following month Jo Gale and Andrea Payne with the support of
other volunteers added over £600 to the funds with a
successful “Pamper Night” and later in the month the first
“Carols in the Goods Shed” was held and raised £105.

th

Fundraising on the 75 anniversary of the
closure of the railway. Tim O’Shea, a steam
engine driver on the original branch, and
fireman, Grayham Cleaver line let the train
take the strain.

Surprisingly, until January 2014 the Trust had consisted only of
those people appointed as directors but in that month the
board of directors decided that other people could become
formal members of the Trust in order to develop a pool of
volunteers and potential trustees, including people with expertise in the fields that the Trust was likely to soon
need. Will Cook, however, had already generated a renewed interest in the Goods Shed and a band of
volunteers was ready to make progress. The Trust had received confirmation of its share of the Section 106
monies received from the Highfield development; alas, it was only to be £78,000, a disappointing shortfall on

the requested £150,000 but things could now start happening. Brecon Quaddy set up a website for the Trust,
established a Twitter account and developed a Face Book page.
At this time the
Goods Shed still
had its original
internal platform
consisting
of
heavy, 3” thick,
pine planking laid
on brick piers.
There had been
much
soulsearching about
whether to keep
With the platform demolished the base of the
the platform as it
original crane is revealed.
was
a
rare
survivor. However, it was apparent that the Goods Shed could
never function in a new role unless the platform was removed;
with it the Goods Shed would have no use, it would earn no money
and would descend into ruination. Consequently in January 2014 a
volunteer work party commenced the removal of the platform.
A fund-raising jumble sale in the strippedIn the summer when all the timber was removed a JCB was
out shed.
brought in to demolish the brick piers, level the ground and lay
stone chippings. During this work the bases of the original crane and weighing machine were found .
At this time the Trust stepped up its fund-seeking drive. To do this it
needed quotes for the various items and equipment it wished to see
incorporated in the building - heat pumps, blinds, cinema equipment,
refurbished canopy, wall insulation, etc. There was the curious anomaly
that the Trust was taking the lead in making the project happen but the
town council were the owners of the Goods Shed. It became apparent
that the Council would have to be the customer that let the contract, not
least because as a local government body it would not have to pay VAT.
The Council decided that there would be a short list of three architects
from which one would be appointed by a committee of three town
councillors, three Trustees and the Clerk to the Council who would also
form the Joint Project Management Group (JPMG). The first meeting
was held in June.
From early 2014 fund-raising became TRLRT’s main activity. Monthly car
boot sales became a popular feature of Sunday mornings at the Goods
Shed and, though never attracting more than ten cars, the sale of tea
and cakes made by
a
loyal
and
generous group of
ladies, gave a focus for the supporters of the Goods
Shed. These boot sales were a very useful source of
regular income until October 2016 when the rebuilding
work and vulnerability of the grass to car tyres brought
th
them to a close. The Trust organized other events: on 6
th
April 2014 a commemoration of the 50 anniversary of
th
the closure of the line and on the 9 a very successful
piano concert given by Jan Vriend, a composer, Tetbury
resident and supporter of the Goods Shed. Later in the
The Goods Shed Calendar 2016
raised over £2,000.

Sculpture exhibition in the Goods Shed, Oct 2015

summer a strawberry tea, dog show and garden fete with miniature steam engine in Max Johnson’s garden
were all arranged and run by Trust volunteers.
There was good news in July 2014 when Barrie Doyle announced that the application to the Summerfield Trust
for £30,000 had been granted and again in September when the David Thomas Trust announced an award of
£10,000 but in the same month it became apparent that all was not well with the project design process. The
Council announced that it was terminating the contract with the recently appointed architect and would be
seeking alternative proposals. This was a setback as it had recently been confirmed that of the revised
estimated cost of £590,000 for developing the Goods Shed, £350,000 was available from TTC and Section 106.
The Trust had by then obtained £67,000 so leaving a shortfall of only £173,000 which it was considered was a
feasible fundraising objective. As the year closed a sculpture exhibition was held in the Goods Shed, which
was now cleared of all internal obstructions, and supporters held a Christmas dinner in Café 53 which raised
£750. A second carols in the Goods Shed and a New Year’s walk along the old railway line also raised modest
funds. The Christmas decorations inspired the start of preparations for the printing of a fundraising Goods
Shed fashion calendar for the year 2016.
In the winter of 2014/15 Nicola Clark, a local resident, became the Goods Shed’s “artist in residence” creating
large paintings in the chilly building and when, at an exhibition in February, she sold many of her works, she
raised £2,000 for the project. Meanwhile
the JPMG had agreed on a new list of
tenderers for the contract to design the
Goods Shed, this time with a tighter brief.
There were a few delays at this point as
the Council considered the possibility of
building new council offices in
conjunction with the Goods Shed project
but in April it was announced that the
Malmesbury-based firm of Clark and
Maslin had been appointed as architects.
The new plans for a 200-seat arts centre
were available to be seen by the Trust in
July. Even allowing for the fact that there
was a tight budget it was apparent that
the new plans were not ideal with little
thought having been given as to how
The final exterior plans for the Goods Shed redevelopment as
people would move between auditorium,
prepared by the architects, Clark and Maslin.
bar and toilets and there being no space
for café and bar customers to sit. However, by August the Trust was told that the plans had been submitted
for planning approval. The council had decided that it could not pay for the restoration of the old cattle
loading platform and so the gang of volunteers who had demolished the Goods Shed platform started on this
renovation with the aim of making an outdoor performance platform. The structure was covered in weeds
and penetrated by tree roots. Some walls had
partially collapsed and many bricks were damaged
but by October 2015 the brick work was completed.
In November wooden post were concreted in and by
April 2016 steel pole railings had been fitted and an
invalid access ramp constructed. It was officially
opened on 2 May 2015.
On 18 July 2015 Sue Stoner died. Sue, who had been
a Trustee from the formation of the Trust as well as
being a mayor of Tetbury, was the driving force of
the project for many years. Her loss was a great
blow and a small acknowledgement of her
contribution was the installation of a bench in her
memory directly opposite the main entrance to the

The unrestored loading platform cleared of vegetation
in 2015.

Goods Shed.
Until this time the Trust’s governing document had given its objectives as redeveloping the rail lands but with
the adoption of the plan to use the Goods Shed as an arts centre the members voted unanimously on 20 Aug
2015 to amend the document to include "to operate an Arts Centre in the refurbished Railway Goods Shed in
Tetbury for charitable, educational, recreational and community development purposes."
At a meeting of the JPMG the architect the latest drawings were examined. These did not included details of
heat and sound insulation and so the architect had been tasked to consult appropriate experts. TTC was
hesitant to finance the shortfall between expected cost and funding raised. This resulted in a need to reduce
costs by delaying procurement of the retractable seating and of considering new ideas to raise money. By
November the estimated cost of the redevelopment was £537,343, plus £40k in professional fees and a 20%
contingency.
During October a second sculpture exhibition was held in and around the Goods Shed with some very large
pieces being shown. In the same month there was a launch event for the Goods Shed 2016 Calendar for
which, due to the generous sponsorship of local businesses, all the money from sales would go to the Trust. By
now the Carols in the Goods Shed in December had become a “tradition” and was a popular and very well
attended event.
(to be continued)

Quiz
This month’s quiz is again 5 more questions on Tetbury and a further five to test your general knowledge.
th

1. The US 654 Engineer Topographic Battalion came to Tetbury in 1943. What did they do in the Malthouse?
2. What was the name of the 1971 film starring John Mills that featured Tetbury as a location for the cattle
market and pub?
3. A plaque on Fox Hill next to an old gas pipe and fitting marks the coming of gas to Tetbury, what date does
it give?
4. Why is Tetbury’s church known as St Marys’ and not St Mary’s?
5. By the late 19th century Tetbury had three breweries. What were their names?
6. What is the nearest modern country to each of the sites of the following famous sea battles: a) Actium,
31BC b) Lepanto, AD1571 c) Navarino, AD1827?
7. What was historic about the death of Michael Barrett in London on 26th of May 1868.
8. Prince Henry the Navigator of Portugal had an uncle who was King of England. Who was he?
9. How many guns are fired on the anniversary of the birth, accession and coronation of the sovereign.
10. Which is the oldest rank of the peerage?
Answers to Last Month’s Quiz
1. Charles Mason reputedly lived in Tetbury for a while during the 18th century and was a well-regarded as an
astronomer but he is best known in the USA as one of the two surveyors who delineated the Mason-Dixon Line
which in later years marked the border between the North and the South,
2. Police Bygones Museum in Tetbury was set up in 1981 to mark the 1300th anniversary of the first written
record mentioning Tetbury, dated 681AD.
3. There can be up to seven Feoffees.
4. Tetbury's Victoria Cross winner was Corporal Shoeing-smith Albert Ind. He was born on September 12th
1872, the son of Mr and Mrs G lnd of Silver Street. In the Boer War he was a member of No 11 (Pom-Pom)
Section, E Battery Royal Horse Artillery. He won his medal on the 20th December 1901. He died in 1916 aged
only 43.
5. Highgrove House was sold to its present owner, HRH The Prince of Wales, in 1980 by Maurice McMillan MP,
the son of ex-Prime Minister Harold McMillan.
6, Belfort, though a department, is known in France as the Territory of Belfort because when Alsace and
Lorraine were ceded to Germany in 1871, Belfort was excluded and remained as part of France.

7. Edward Oxford in 1840, John Francis and John William Bean both in 1842, William Hamilton in 1849, William
Pate in 1850, Arthur O’Connor in 1872 and Roderick Maclean in 1882 all fired or attempted to fire a pistol at
Queen Victoria.
8. Drug addicts are called junkies because to get enough money for their next heroin fix, American addicts used
to collect and sell scrap metal.
9. The XXII Amendment of the US constitution passed in 1951 limits a person to being elected to no more than
two 4-year terms but a person who has been President for no more than 2 years during a term when another
person was elected to the presidency can still serve for two further full terms, hence the theoretical maximum
limit that a US president can serve is 10 years.
10. The Victorian writer, Isabella Mayson born in London in 1836, is better known as Mrs Beeton.

From the Archive
Culkerton
When the Tetbury branch railway line opened in 1889 there was only one stop on the line between Tetbury
and Kemble and that was Culkerton. As can be seen from the pictures below it had a station building, a goods
shed and a station master’s house. The first station master, although officially called station inspector, was
Stephen James Bennett who arrived as the booking porter in Dec 1889 and was promoted to inspector in Jun
1890, staying until Mar 1894 before moving as station inspector to Tetbury Road. He stayed with GWR until at
least 1912 but was away ill in that year and died in 1928 aged 68. I do not know who followed Bennett but T
Richards was station master at some time up to late 1902. From Nov 1902 to Nov 1904 it was John Charles
Caudle and from then until sometime after Feb 1905 it was A A Smith. The job seems to have been degraded
at some later date and Culkerton was run by a “railway porter in charge.”
Culkerton Station was closed on 5 March 1956 but reopened as a halt on 2 February 1959 with the
introduction of diesel railcars. It finally closed 6 April 1964. The station was demolished but the goods shed
was eventually converted into a residence.

Two views of Culkerton; left the station soon after opening and right as an unloved halt during railcar days.

Two views of Culkerton goods shed, both looking from behind; left when working, and right, soon after abandonment.

Two more views of Culkerton goods shed; left, seen from the direction of Tetbury, and right from Kemble.
abandonment.

Left Culkerton station master’s house and right the goods shed, seen from the
Tetbury to Cirencester road.

Culkerton station platform looking towards Tetbury.
The engine is a Class 45xx tank engine (2-6-2 prairie),
No 4550, which is heading towards Tetbury.

Culkerton bridge with an AC railcar passing over
sometime between 1959 and 1964.

Contact me if you have any questions or wish to contribute to the newsletter: David Walker, 01666 500137 or
opheliatheboat@gmail.com.
odd prairie (2-6-2) engine.

