Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust
Friends of the Goods Shed
Newsletter No 39 – January 2021
Community, Creativity, Culture
Happy New Year
We hope that, despite all
the problems, you all had a
wonderful Christmas and
New Year.
Everyone at
the Goods Shed wishes you
all the best as we embark
on another year of
lockdowns and restrictions
and we sincerely hope that
everyone will get through
unscathed.
Despite all, the Christmas
lights went up at the
Goods Shed as usual

Events Restart and Stop
At the end of the last lock-down on 2nd December 2020, our
staff and volunteers breathed a sigh of relief and we opened
again for business having re-implemented and improved the
necessary health and safety procedures. On the 12th
December in front of a (Covid-reduced) full house, Holder and
Smith gave us a memorable evening of jazz, playing mainly
Stephane Grappelli and Django Reinhardt numbers. For
Stuart Carter-Smith on guitar and Ben Holder on violin it was
their first opportunity to play in front of a live audience since
March so they gave us their all. Both are amazing musicians
and it really was a great evening.
On the 17th we just managed to get in two films for the
children, Elf and Arthur, before the terrible lockdown was on
Smith and Holder entertained us on
us again. However, we have proved that it can be done and
12th December at a Covid-safe
all at the Goods Shed are still keen and eager, as soon as the
performance at the Goods Shed.
law allows, to get back to doing what we are here to do,
which is to give everyone in the Tetbury area the opportunity to participate in the best arts and
entertainment that can be provided.
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We must not forget that, while live events have been off the programme, our Events Team have
made some brave ventures into the field of on-line events. This has included putting on
performances on our own website in conjunction with the those artists we have already worked
with, or giving support to those artists using their own websites.
Please keep abreast of performances during and after lockdown by visiting shed-arts.co.uk.

200 Club
The 200 Club has got off to a good start but there are still plenty of lucky numbers for you to
purchase for the monthly draw. Go to the Goods Shed website and follow the instructions for
joining the 200 Club. What’s not to like? – you help the Goods Shed and have the thrill of knowing
you could be a lucky winner. A big thank you to all who have already entered. The first draw will be
on 1st March.

Storm Damage
Storm Bella struck England on Boxing Day and ripped through the rail lands park causing destruction
and mayhem, not least to the marquee on the old cattle loading platform. The canvas material was
torn from the framework which was also bent and twisted in places. While the area was made safe
by volunteers, the damage and repair needed is being assessed.
The photo left
shows our
marquee with
the roofed
ripped off and
the frame
twisted and
bent.

Whistle Stop Café
After a well-deserved Christmas break for the staff, the café reopened on 6th January and continues
to provide its popular take-away service. We reopened the indoor facility based in the main hall of
the Goods Shed soon after the November lockdown but then we had another lockdown! so back to
take-away only. You will note that (perforce) the old cattle dock no longer provides a nice, sheltered
place to sit and we have turned over all our tables to comply with regulations. While we encourage
you to come and buy from the café we would kindly ask all customers to strictly comply with social
distancing rules and to refrain from gathering in groups around the Goods Shed.
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Simon Rawlins Steps Down
After several years as a Trustee and a director of the café Simon Rawlins has stepped down but,
hopefully, will still be around. As an accountant Simon has been instrumental in preparing accounts
for the Trust and the café and keeping us on the right side of the Charity Commission, Companies
House and Her Majesty’s Revenue and Customs. Simon and his wife, Corinne, have also been keen
volunteers, especially at cinema nights. The Trustees are very grateful for Simon and Corinne’s
involvement at the Goods Shed and we all wish them well.

New Trustees
We have been very remiss in not informing you before now of two new members of the board of
Trustees . We were very happy to welcome Carol Paton and Roz Goodwin who became Trustees last
September. Carol used to work in London in advertising and PR and moved to work in radio and
television as a reporter for the BBC in Bristol before running their bi-media office in Bath. She
worked for BBC Wiltshire Sound as a breakfast producer and then Radio Gloucestershire as news
editor and finally deputy editor. For the last two or more years Carol has had a productive
involvement with the Goods Shed giving marketing support to the events team. She is currently
leading the promotion of the 200 Club. Roz’s background is in hospitality having worked in several 3
& 4 star hotels as operations manager. More recently she has been in the work-based learning
sector assessing and training in hospitality and customer service apprenticeships. Roz’s focus with
the Goods Shed will be to look at widening the events offered aimed at attracting younger visitors to
the Goods Shed. This ties in well with her other main charitable commitment as she serves on the
governing body of Sir William Romney’s school as well as being a volunteer organiser of Tetfest.

The History of Tetbury Rail Lands and the Goods Shed
The History of the Tetbury Rail Lands
Part 7 - 2018
In February 2017 the Trust had finally received the grant of £30,000 previously promised by the
Summerfield Trust and in November, with the safety net of the debenture issue, this sum could then
be spent on cinema equipment which was duly ordered and then installed during a lull in events in
January 2018. This coincided with the appointment, at last, of an artistic director, Mr Nicholas
Ullmann who began work on a 3-day week basis on 2 January .
Meanwhile Mr Cook devised and presented his design for the carriage renovation. This was for the
carriage to remain divided into two compartments, the larger end being a café with tables, 40 seats
and a bar-type serving area, the smaller area being cleared of seating to provide a meeting room or
workshop area with a sink and hot and cold water. The plan was duly approved.
On 8 February Mrs Julia Hasler was elected Chair of the Trust. The trustees agreed that the café
would have to be a year-round operation managed by a professional manager with total
responsibility and Mrs Hasler could proceed with recruitment.
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The café manager, Sasha Jenner, in the
newly opened carriage.

On 15 Feb 2018 the new cinema equipment was used
for the first time to show a film to a selected audience of
volunteers. After a short period to ensure all was
operationally ready, the first public performance of a
film (Stars Don’t Die in Liverpool) took place on 22
March. Meanwhile planning for the reopening of the
café continued and the Chair announced that Ms Sasha
Jenner would begin work as the café manager on 16
April with the café reopening on 21st April. Work on the
carriage was almost completed when the carriage was
officially opened on 12th May by Mrs Mary-Jane Clark, a
trustee of the David Thomas Trust which had generously
provided a lot of the funding.

The carriage was named Mary-Jane in Mrs Clark’s honour. Funding had also been procured from
the Waitrose Green Token Scheme at Malmesbury and the Tesco Bags of Help in Tetbury. When the
boxes were opened on 1 May the Trust came first in Malmesbury, being awarded £435, and second
in Tetbury with an award of £2,000. Although the carriage presented a wonderful sight at its
opening with its frontage newly painted in brown and cream, the rear of the carriage would have to
wait more than two more years before it was similarly refurbished. In October the carriage was
fitted with two heat exchange units and a mobile chiller was parked alongside to give the café and
the events bar somewhere to store food
and drink.
In April Mr Paul Lockley, who was running
the Tetbury Trail project, was able to
announce that the Duchy had agreed for
the
old
track
bed
on its
The refurbished Finnish carriage just prior to its official opening.

land to become part of the Tetbury Trail and that
Gloucestershire County Council had agreed to adopt it. The
extension was opened on 11th May. To help fund various work
The sponsored cycle ride to raise
needed to make the route safer a sponsored bicycle ride on 10
funds for the Tetbury Trail.
June was organized by Mr Lockley and raised nearly £1,000. In
October, thanks to the generosity of Mr Geoff Turbott, ten exercise stations were installed along the
old track bed to form an Exercise Trail.
In June 2018 the football World Cup was held and the Goods Shed explored the idea of live
streaming via the internet. A TV licence was procured and, while tickets could not be sold, it was
hoped that bar and café sales would provide a good income. Alas, the cabling in Tetbury was not up
to the job and the live pictures froze too often for the enjoyment of the watching fans.
At a meeting in July the Trustees unanimously agreed to change the objects clause of the Trust to “A
charity and rural social enterprise established to regenerate the land and buildings comprising the
former Tetbury Branch Line and, through the activities and performances in the Tetbury Goods Shed
Arts Centre, to promote the Arts and advance education in the Arts through inclusion, social
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engagement and Wellbeing.” This was aimed at putting the Trust in a better position to gain funding
for its work.
Throughout the summer Mrs Hasler had been exploring with Lady (Elise) Smith the possibility of the
Goods Shed procuring a grand piano and in September was able to announce the offer by Lady Smith
to give £20,000 towards the purchase of a Steinway B with the Trust having to find a further
£22,680. The Trustees gratefully accepted the offer and the piano was delivered in October. A drive
to raise the necessary funds was soon initiated with donors being able to sponsor keys. With the
support of individuals and some charitable trusts, the required £22,680 was raised well within the
target time.
At the end of September the Goods Shed began to hold a series of a new type of event. These were
evening lectures by visiting speakers. The first lecture was given by Lynne Gibson talking about the
deadly materials that artists used.
By October the café had become such a great success that its turnover was rapidly approaching the
threshold for VAT. As the Trust did not wish to register for VAT as this would mean adding VAT to
ticket prices, the Trustees agreed that the café should be made into a subsidiary company, Whistle
Stop Café (Tetbury) Ltd. The new company would also provide the necessary distance that the
Charity Commission recommended between a charity and its secondary trading activities. The new
company was incorporated on 26 Dec 2018 with Mrs Caroline Morgan, having retired as a TRLRT
Trustee, becoming the first Chair of the new company with 3 other directors also being appointed.
In October 2018 Mr Will Cook advised the Trust that he intended to design and get permission from
the council to build a children’s playground area on Council land to the south of the Goods Shed. In
December 2018 the Trust was awarded £5,800 in Heritage Lottery funding to create an audio-visual
exhibition. As well as a video in which local people recorded their memories of the Tetbury branch
line, this resulted in a series of information boards around the site and the display of an O gauge
model of the Goods Shed in the building. On the 21st December the Goods Shed hosted its 6th
Carols in the Goods Shed event.
(to be continued at some later date)

A lovely picture of the old Tetbury Station in winter. (Why? Because it nicely fills the hole.)

Quiz
Here are five questions relating to Gloucestershire and five to test your general knowledge:
1.
What was first planted in the Cheltenham and Winchcombe area in 1565, supressed by
James I in 1619, caused a parliamentary petition to be sent by the inhabitants in 1652, was finally
banned in 1660 and only partially allowed again in 1948?
2.
What was the Roman name for what is now Gloucester?
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3.
The picture on the right is of Mr Winterbotham of
Stonehouse Mill examining his crop of withies at Beards Mill,
Leonard Stanley. What did he use them for?
4.
The photo below taken in about 1910 is of which building
not too far from Tetbury?

5.
This aircraft (photo right) built in
Gloucestershire in 1954 was the last of its type.
What was it?
6.
How many people do you need in a room
so that it is worth having an evens bet that at least
two share the same birthday?
7.
If I had one quarter, 2 bits, 3 dimes and 4
nickels, how much money would I have?
8.
When were life peerages introduced?
9.
Which war was described by the French
statesman Adolphe Thiers as “a war to give a few
wretched monks the key of a grotto”?
10.
Who was the youngest man to become
President of the USA?
Answers to Last Month’s Quiz
1. The mushroom shaped stones, now often found in gardens but in earlier times found holding up barns and
ricks, are called staddle stones.
2. Vaccination against smallpox was made compulsory in England in 1853.
3. Sir Isaac Pitman invented his shorthand system in 1837 in his house in Orchard Street, Wotton-under-Edge.
4. The Stroud Piano Company became the Bentley Piano Company. In 1993 it closed at Woodchester and after
a brief renaissance as Woodchester Pianos and then as part of the British Piano Company it finally closed in
2003.
5. The old road of Roman origin that went from Porchester through Gloucestershire to Old Droitwich and
beyond was called the Salt Way.
6. Cinderella’s glass slippers were a mistranslation from the French of “vair”, “vairé” or “ver” which meant fur
made from squirrel pelts. The term is still used in heraldry.
7. Unternehmen Wacht am Rhein, or Operation Watch on the Rhine, launched on 16 Dec 1944, was Hitler’s
name for the Ardennes offensive, known to the allies as the Battle of the Bulge. Hitler thought the passive
sounding “Watch on the Rhein” would disguise the aggressive nature of the counter-attack should its name be
discovered by the enemy. With a slightly altered plan it became Unternehmen Herbstnebel (Autumn Mist).
8. The last steam engine built by British Railways was BR Standard Class 9F, No 92220 Evening Star.
Outshopped from Swindon in 1960 and named on 18 March 1960, it was the only one of its class to bear a
name.
9. In legal terms "time immemorial" ended in 1189 - the first year of the reign of King Richard 1.
10. Nothing happened to Pope John XX as he never existed. A clerical oversight caused Petrus Juliani of Lisbon
to be mistitled Pope John XXI.
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From the Archive
Railway Accidents
For this month we have a newspaper
WARNING – this is not for the squeamish!
article from November 1891. It gives the
details of the first fatal accident on the
Tetbury branch line.
In retrospect the railways in Britain
and Ireland in Victorian and Edwardian
times had what would now be
considered an appalling rate of death
and injury. For the first 10 years for
which official figures were reported,
1875-1884, the average number of
passenger deaths per annum caused
by train collisions or derailments was
28 with 915 injured. The figures for
railway staff were 19 dead and 154
injured annually. The figures gradually
improved. In the ten years 1885-1894
(the period in which the Tetbury
branch line was built and opened) the
annual average figures dropped to 21
passengers and 8 railway staff killed
and 600 and 101 injured respectively;
this was despite a 33% increase in
passenger journeys and a major
accident near Armagh in Ireland.
Note that several categories of death
and injury have been excluded from
the above.
The Armagh accident on 12 June 1889
in which 80 people lost their lives,
mostly children on a Sunday school
outing, was a wake-up call to
officialdom and several important
safety measures were introduced
In 1901 and 1908 no passengers lost
their lives while on a train but in 1908
82 passengers and 318 railway staff
were killed by other accidents such as
entering or leaving trains, falling off
platforms etc. This is not to mention
the 210 suicides and the 249
trespassers killed on the railway lines.
The Great Western Railway (GWR) statistics were noticeably better than other railway companies, in fact,
second to none. Some of this was accounted for by the greater stability of the broad-gauge. This was
exemplified by the incident at Aynho in 1852 which involved a train carrying the directors of the GWR as
they rode on the inaugural train of the new broad-gauge route from London to Birmingham. Headed by
the famous engine, Lord of the Isles, recently a prize exhibit at the Great exhibition, the train
demonstrated all that was modern and efficient about the GWR. Unfortunately, a section of the new line
had previously been owned and operated by the Oxford and Rugby Railway and their culture was still
prevalent. Their more relaxed way of operating stretched to a lackadaisical approach to timekeeping and
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signalling which might have been acceptable on a branch line but would lead to calamity on what was
now an express route. The 9.27 mixed train for Banbury left Didcot thirteen minutes late and continued
to lose time. With block working and modern signalling this might not have been a problem but, alas, the
special Birmingham express thundered on at about 50 mph assuming that the local was well ahead of
them. It passed a railway “policeman” who inexplicably made no attempt to stop or even slow the train.
The driver and guard were bemused by a strange signal that was actually redundant but assumed it said
clear. As the local was slowly leaving Aynho station the driver spotted the special bearing down on him.
In his fevered haste to get going a coupling broke and the express smashed into the tail of goods wagons
left by the local train, demolishing one and catapulting the remainder into the back of the rapidly
retreating train. Miraculously both engines stayed on the tracks and nobody was seriously hurt due
largely to the safety and stability of Brunel’s 7-foot gauge. The Lord of the Isles was damaged and unable
to proceed but the local engine, after proceeding to Banbury station to give warning to up-trains,
returned to collect its wayward wagons and then returned again to pull the carriages of the special to
Leamington where the directors and all the other great and good finally sat down to their celebratory
banquet.
Some other notable accidents on the GWR (1840-1947) include:
Date

Place

1841 Dec 24
1847 May 24
1848 May 10
1849 Jun 27
1852 Oct 20
1862 Nov 8
1865 Jun 7
1865 Jun 28
1871 Nov 12
1874 Dec 24
1890 Nov 11
1893 Sep
1895 Apr 16
1898 Jul 18
1900 Jun 16
1904 Oct 3
1913 Aug 8
1914 Jun 17
1933 Mar 4
1936 Jan 15
1936 Jul 17
1937 Mar 1
1940 Nov 4
1941 Jul 2
1942 Nov 13
1945 Sep 7

Sonning
Southall
Shrivenham
Plympton (SDR)
Aynho
Westbourne Park
Rednal
Bruton
Pontypool Road
Shipton-on-Cherwell
Norton Fitzwarren
Box
Doublebois
Acton
Slough
Loughor
Yeovil Pen Mill
Reading
Vriog
Shrivenham
Stourbridge
Langley, Bucks
Norton Fitzwarren
Near Slough
Didcot
Llangollen

Total
Killed
8
0
7
1
0
3
11
2
0
34
10
0
0
2
5
5
2
1
2
2
1
1
27
5
4
1

Cause
Derailment
Broken wheel tyre
Collision with wagons
Boiler explosion
Rear collision
Boiler explosion
Derailment
Ballast train derailed
Runaway locomotive
Derailment, broken coach tyre
Collision
Derailment
Derailment, unstable loco
Connecting rod broke
Collision
Derailment
Rear collision
Sideways collision
Falling rocks
Collision
Collision
Collision
Ran into trap points
Collision
Ran into trap points
Derailment

Contact me if you have any questions or wish to contribute to the newsletter: David Walker, 01666 500137 or
opheliatheboat@gmail.com.
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