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Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust  
  

Friends of the Goods Shed 
Newsletter No 40 – March 2021 
 
Community, Creativity, Culture  
 

End in Sight? 

It would appear that Boris is leading us all to the sunlit uplands of a Covid-free Albion, but at a very 
measured pace.  Good news in the long run but sadly it looks as if with present plans the Goods Shed 
will not be open for events (although still with restrictions) until at least 17 May, with normal service 
not resuming until 21 June.   

Do not despair, we still have a full programme of “virtual gigs”. Shed Sessions is a Facebook group 
with over 400 members currently and is available for anyone to join.  Just go onto Facebook and 
search for Shed Sessions, or go directly to it at: 
 
facebook.com/groups/shedsessions 
 
and then click on the Join button.  You'll see virtual events from artists who are associated with the 
Shed and each artist gives a short bespoke introduction to their "set".  The events are viewable at 
any time after their  published "live" slot, so don't feel you need to be there exactly on the stated 
day and time to enjoy it. 
 

First 200 Club Grand Draw 

The first draw (1 March 2021) of the 200 Club has 
been made and of the 60 current members the lucky 
first prize winner was Brian Dejean who will receive 
£85.  Two other lucky winners were Stephen Shear 
(£45) and Arthur Witchell (£20).  I am sure we shall 
have some lucky lady winners next time, but you can’t 

win unless you are in!  
The target for 
membership is 200 so 
there is still plenty of 
room for more.  You 
can join at any time 
and be eligible for the 
draw every month for 

a year.     Go to the 
Goods Shed website 

and follow the instructions for joining the 200 Club at 
“About/Support Us” or, if you prefer,  email me. 
 

Above: 2-year-old Margot and her mum help 
Carol Paton with the draw. 
Left: Sally Battersby acts as another 
independent adjudicator. 

http://facebook.com/groups/shedsessions
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Louisa Pullen  

If you Google “Tetbury” on 
the website of the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, (do you 
have anything else to do?) 
most results are paintings by 
Louisa Puller (born 
Hambledon 1885). Louisa 
was a British artist who 
contributed works to both 
the Recording 
Britain scheme and to 
the War Artists' Advisory 
Committee during the 
Second World War. 

Puller travelled widely 
throughout England during 
the war on behalf of 
Recording Britain, depicting the 
impact of war in at least nine different counties and was among the most prolific artists employed by 
the scheme. She appears to have been an amateur artist, with no record of having a professional 
artistic career. In 1940 Puller had one work shown in a Royal Academy exhibition and appeared to be 
living in London at that time. She died unmarried in Chelsea in 1964. 

Finances 

The Goods Shed’s finances are obviously suffering during this extended lockdown.  Even on tick-over 
the utility and maintenance bills have to be paid.  Staff were brought back from furlough in October 
and November and money was spent on preparing for a programme of events only for everything to 
be scuppered by the reimposition of the lockdown.  And we are still not absolutely certain when it 
will all end. 

We have been  very fortunate in obtaining the standard Covid19-related grants from government 
and a grant from the Arts Council, but this has only slowed the downhill slide of our finances.  The 
Trustees are, however, determined to soldier on through these difficulties and bring the Goods Shed 
back to life as soon as we are allowed.  We hope you will all be there with us ready to buy those 
event tickets as soon as they become available and, if you can, we hope that you may consider 
donating an amount that you can spare to the Goods Shed and remember that, if gift aided, the 
government gives us another 25%.  Just go to https://shed-arts.co.uk/donations. 

Comings and Goings 

In the last month we have had to say farewell to Trustee Tim Lethaby who has moved to Cornwall 
with his family.  Tim was only with us for a short time but brought great enthusiasm and helped 
make many improvements in and around the Goods Shed.  Tim has been replaced on the board by 
David Shaw who has a background in housing and property development and who will be a great 
help as we plan the development and maintenance programme for the Goods Shed.  Welcome, 
David.  

  

Tetbury Railway Station by Louisa Pullen, 1942 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recording_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Recording_Britain
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_Artists%27_Advisory_Committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/War_Artists%27_Advisory_Committee
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Anti-Social Behaviour 

It is sad that we have to report several incidents of anti-social behaviour around the Goods Shed 
during the dark hours.  Our CCTV cameras have recorded groups of youths, usually in the early hours 
of the morning, drinking alcohol and then doing the stupid things that drunks do.  Even without the 
damage that has been caused the rubbish left is unpleasant.  The café provides bins for its take-away 
containers  and Tetbury Council does a good job with its regular emptying of the council bins so it is 
a shame that a few dim young men should be so disagreeable. 

Flood Prevention  

The Goods Shed is largely built on rock-fill from the original 
cutting made into the valley side and once the water gets there 
it can disappear quite quickly.  Unfortunately, just alongside 
the café there is a compacted layer of clayey soil that gives rise 
to a large standing puddle which has led to several mishaps.  
After several unsuccessful attempts to solve the problem, our 
chairman, Richard Warrington, decided to lead by example and 
with the help of fellow Trustee, Douglas Looman, and our 
artistic director, Nick Ullmann (presumably to ensure the result 
was aesthetically pleasing), the gallant three dug a small 
trench, filled it with a land drain, and led the water away into 
the nearby drainage system. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Whistle Stop Café 

The café has continued to provide a wonderful service to those who need to keep sane by 
occasionally getting out and enjoying a coffee and seeing other people, even be it at two arm-
lengths.  With the end of lockdown in sight we would, however, beg you all to continue to follow the 
regulations laid down by government.  It will not be until 8th March before two people from different 
households can meet again to share a coffee outside and not until the end of March before the “rule 
of 6” will apply.  The indoor café should be able to open on 17 May.   Don’t forget to stay in touch 
with happenings at the café by Facebook and Instagram. 
 
Recently the trailer-mounted chiller behind the carriage broke down which is not surprising 
considering its estimated 40 years of age.  Fortunately, because the lockdown has left the main hall 
unused, we have been able to set up some chillers in the main hall pending refurbishment of the old 
chiller unit. 
 

Above: Richard and Nick prepare the 
ground 

Left: Douglas and Nick resting on 
their tools and laurels after the 
successful completion of the 
drainage works.  
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Farewell and Welcome.  It is with sorrow that we have to 
tell regulars of the café that Catherine Pyne is having to 
leave;  Catherine and her husband are moving back to 
Devon from where Catherine originates.  Catherine has 
been working in the café since summer 2018 and has been 
a mainstay of the operation both as a chef and at the 
serving counter.  We shall miss her greatly.  We can, 
however, welcome Phoebe Collier to the cafe and hope 
that she will be happy in her work. 
 

 

 

 

Tetbury Trail Improvements 

We sometimes forget that the Trust was founded to improve all the old Tetbury rail lands.  In the 
background for many years, Paul Lockley, has been working tirelessly to improve and extend the 
Tetbury Trail with the ultimate ambition of having a multi-use bridleway all the way from Tetbury to 
Kemble.  In 2018 Paul successfully negotiated the extension of the Trail over the Duchy of Cornwall’s 
land between the Long Newnton Road and the Trouble House and this was  kindly dedicated as a 
public right of way by the Duchy in 2018. 

Paul has since gone on to raise an incredible 
£50,000 to widen and resurface this extra 
length of pathway.  Following a site meeting 
with the contractor, Allasso Recycling, work 
finally started on 17th February to put a 
surface on the new section.  The decades of 
mud and soil are being removed from the 
surface of the trail and replaced with stone 
to give a firm foundation and restore the 
ground level. A crushed limestone surface is 
then being laid on top as has been done on 
the first section of the Trail. This is a natural 
material that will blend into the landscape 
and is suitable for all types of user. 
As well as improving the surface of the Trail 

so it can be used all year round by walkers, 
runners, cyclists, and horse riders, it will also be 
suitable for prams, pushchairs, wheelchairs, 
rollators and mobility scooters. The improved 
section of the trail is flat, without gates and 
suitable for the elderly and less able who find it 
difficult walking along rough country paths, up 
steep slopes, across ploughed fields and having to 
climb over stiles, walls, electric fences etc. 
 

Right: Catherine Pyne is sadly 
leaving Tetbury and the café and 
moving to Devon. 

Above and right: Allasso Recycling working on the 
resurfacing of the extension to the Tetbury Trail.  
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Fundraising for the work started at the end of 2019, carried on right through 2020 and into 2021 
which was a difficult time for everyone. Our thanks for their generous donations go to: 
 
Barnwood Trust 
Enovert Community Trust 
Gloucestershire County Council – Growing our     
Communities 
Gloucestershire County Council – Thriving 
Communities 
The Rowlands Trust 
The British Horse Society 
Co-op Local Causes 
Cotswold Conservation Board 

Garfield Weston Foundation 
Gloucestershire Disability Trust 
N Smith Charitable Settlement 
The Langtree Trust 
Jack Lane Charitable Trust 
Tetbury Town Council 
Tetbury Upton Town Council 
Mid Cotswold Track and Trails Group 
Nicholas Holden 
 

 

Quiz 

This month’s quiz is as usual 5 questions on Tetbury and the Cotswolds and a further  five on general 
knowledge: 

1. There are at least two old-fashioned, red telephone boxes, originally 

designed by Giles Gilbert Scott, still standing in Tetbury.  The one in the 

market square was made by the Lion Foundry and has a Tudor Crown at its 

top, hence was made between 1953 and 1968.  It is a model K6.  What does 

the K stand for?   

2. What was the name of the American battalion stationed in Tetbury 

from Dec 1943 to D-Day 1944?  

3. A native of Stroud and a clergyman, who wrote the Thomas the Tank 

Engine books?   

4. For what battle were the 28th Regiment of Foot (later the 

Gloucestershire Regiment) awarded their famous back badge?   

5. What was the only class of steam locomotive known to operate on 

the Tetbury branch between 1902 and 1933?   

6. A very modern psychological problem is nomophobia.  What is it?  

7. How many megapixels equivalent does the average human eye have (I’ll allow 25 either 

way?)   

8. What is the shortest word in the English language that contains all 5 vowels? 

9. How many UK Parliamentary constituencies are there currently?  

10. Who was the mother of a cardinal, the great grandmother of two English kings and the 

great-great grandmother of two more, but was herself of common birth?   
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Answers to Last Month’s Quiz 
 
1. Tobacco was first planted in the Cheltenham and Winchcombe area in 1565, supressed by James I in 

1619, caused a parliamentary petition to be sent by the inhabitants in 1652, was finally banned in 1660 and 

only allowed again in 1948, strictly for personal use only.  

2. The Roman name for what is now Gloucester was  Glevum. 

3.  Mr Winterbotham of Stonehouse Mill grew willow withies at Beards Mill, Leonard Stanley for use in 

making cricket bats. 

4. The photo right is of Dunkirk Mills, Nailsworth. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. The  aircraft shown above was the last Gloster Meteor built by the Gloster Aircraft Company in 1954 at 

their Gloucester works. 

6. If you have 23 people in a room, it is worth having an evens bet that at least two share the same 

birthday? (364/365 x 363/365 x 362/365 etc.  You do the maths!) 

7. One quarter (25 cents), 2 bits (also 25 cents), 3 dimes (each 10 cents) and 4 nickels (each 5 cents) add 

up to one US dollar. 

8. Life peerages were introduced in 1876 by the Appellate Jurisdiction Act which allowed the creation of 

"Law Lords".  (The Life Peerages Act 1958 permitted life peers other than Law Lords.) 

9. The French statesman Adolphe Thiers described the Crimean War as “a war to give a few wretched 

monks the key of a grotto”. 

10. The youngest man to become President of the USA was Theodore Roosevelt following the 

assassination of President McKinley on 6 Sep 1901 when he was six weeks short of his 43rd birthday.  John F 

Kennedy was the youngest man to be elected President of the USA at age 43.  

 
 

 

From the Archive 

From the archive in this issue 
are some more articles from the 
local newspaper that have a 
connection to the Tetbury 
branch line. The first, from 
February 1894 lists the total 
number of tickets sold at 

Tetbury Station.  As the railway opened in December 1889 this list was probably produced to show 
the results of its first 5 years of operation.  Assuming no other destinations and no Sunday service, 
an analysis of the figures would indicate that only about 20 people per day caught the train from 
Tetbury.  
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The next article is from April 
1902.  The colonial secretary 
mentioned is Joseph 
Chamberlain, father of Neville 
and Austen.  He became Colonial 
Secretary in July 1895 and 
resigned in September 1903.  
During this time he tackled many 
of the most difficult issues of the 
day including the 2nd Boer War, 
the last of the scramble for Africa 
and Zionism.  He was a proponent 
of tariff reforms and Imperial 
preference. 

Earl Grey in the article was the 
4th Earl Grey who inherited 
the earldom from his uncle in 
1894.  As administrator in Rhodesia he was directly responsible to Cecil Rhodes for the conduct of 
the colony's business from 1894 to 1897. A director of the British South Africa Company from 1898, 
he experienced a steep learning curve during high tension with the Boers. In 1904 he was 
appointed Governor General of Canada. 

The Mr Boyd of Kemble was, of course our very own William Boyd, Tetbury’s first station master 
from 1889 to 1900. 

Even as late as July 1906 there 
were still ideas of extending the 
railway from Tetbury as the 
opposite article shows.  With the 
construction of the Badminton 
railway line in 1903 between 
Wootton Basset and Filton the 
idea of the Tetbury branch line 
forming part of a new mainline to 
South Wales was well and truly 
extinguished.  

Finally, this newspaper cutting 
from June 1909 proves that the 
railways have always had an 
excuse for everything. 

 
 
 
 

 
Please contact me if you have any questions or wish to contribute to the newsletter:  David Walker, 01666 
500137 or opheliatheboat@gmail.com. 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Earl_Grey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_Grey,_3rd_Earl_Grey
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cecil_Rhodes
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_South_Africa_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governor_General_of_Canada

