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Signal Box Returns to Tetbury 

The original signal box that used to stand at the north end of 
Tetbury station platform signal is returning home.  The 
signal box is currently in the Derbyshire garden of Steve 
Randolph who saved the signal box from dereliction and 
lovingly restored it.  Steve is now moving house and has 
generously donated the box to the Trust.  The Trust is 
delighted that this priceless piece of heritage is returning 
and plan to give the signal box pride of place.  For the full 
history of the signal box see “From the Archive” below. 

 

The Goods Shed to Re-open 

The Goods Shed will be reopening in May, deo volente.  The first event will be a cinema showing of 
the film Knives out on 20th May.  On the 21st the Goods Shed is proud to present “Wilde without the 
Boy”, Gareth Armstrong’s brilliant dramatization of “De Profundis“, Oscar Wilde’s searing letter to 
his lover, written from his Reading Gaol cell. Performed by Olivier Award nominee Gerard Logan and 
with music by Simon Slater, the piece is a window into the bruised soul of a literary genius.  A new 
post-lockdown piano club is starting at the Goods Shed, the first one being on Wednesday 26th May 
from 2-4pm. Aimed at those of us with spare time on their hands in the afternoons, this is also a 
wonderful opportunity for amateur musicians who have worked hard at their music for the past year 
finally to play for other people. Entry is a nominal £2.50.  The final plug is for a talk by Fiona James 
who will take a look at a particular painting, The Art of Painting, by the seventeenth century Dutch 
artist, Johannes Vermeer.  For full details go to the shed-arts.co.uk. 

Tetbury Trail  

The extension to the Tetbury Trail from the Long 
Newton Road to the Trouble House has been 
widened and given an all-weather surface.  The 
result is a magnificent track that can be used by 
pedestrians, horse riders, cyclists, prams, and 
invalid vehicles.  More or less arrow straight it is 
over ½  mile long and will be a great boon 
especially to wheelchair users, families with 
toddlers and those 
walkers who just The newly surfaced connecting 

path to the Trouble House. 



don’t like tripping over roots or getting their feet muddy.  The project manager, Paul Lockley, has 
done such a good job fundraising that there is still some money in the pot to go towards the  
resurfacing of more of the trail, but more donations are still needed.  If you have reason to use and 
appreciate the Tetbury Trail during the past year please consider donating.  Just put a cheque with 
your name and contact details into the Goods Shed’s post-box. 
 
 

 
 

New Appointment 

The Goods Shed, looking forward to an ever-increasing programme of events,  would like to appoint 
an Events Co-ordinator who will be responsible for the handling and running of the varied 
programme of events associated with the success of the Arts Centre (including for instance musical 
concerts, cinema, art exhibitions, talks, workshops and classes). This will involve the co-ordination of 
the highly valued volunteer team to ensure the quality of visitors’ and performers’ experiences and 
to meet the Trust’s objectives of Artistic Aspiration, Financial Sustainability and Community 
Obligations. 

200 Club – Grand Draw 

The second draw of the 200 Club took place on 1 April 2021.  Of the 68 members of the club on that 
date, the lucky first prize winner was Celia Bayes who received £100.  Two other lucky winners 
shared £70.  We still have room for more members so do sign up if you have not yet done so.  Half of 
the money received will be given in prizes and the other half will go to help the Goods Shed.  You can 
join at any time – for only £60 - and be eligible for the draw every month for a year.     Go to the 
Goods Shed website and follow the instructions for joining the 200 Club or email me if you prefer. 
 

Whistle Stop Café 

The café and its customers have proved a lifeline for the Arts Centre as its record sales provide the 
funds to pay for the continuing running and maintenance costs of the Goods Shed.  In April we were 
able to put the tables back into service and so, although we still only have take-away service, you 
can now sit in the sun (or shelter from the sun under the ten new table umbrellas expected soon.) 
Towards the end of May Sasha and the team will be opening on Tuesdays for a trial period with a 
limited coffee, cake and ice-cream service in the carriage.  Alas, until 21st June customers will still 
have to sit outside.  If the trial is a success we hope to go to a full 6-day service throughout the 
summer so do come and try us on a Tuesday. 
 
 



Quiz 

This month’s quiz: 

1. What famous political philosopher and polymath was born on Friday 5 April 1588 in 

Westport, Malmesbury “the farthest house on the left hand as you go to Tedbury (sic), leaving the 

church on the right” (according to Aubrey’s Brief Lives).   

2. Who ruled England when Tetbury’s market hall was built?   

3. The 1st Wing Australian Flying Corps was based in and around Tetbury in 1918 and 1919.  In 

which building was the headquarters situated 

4. The tower of St Mary’s church, Tetbury, was built, along  with the rest of the church, 

between 1777 and 1781 but then began to lean such an extent that it had to be taken down and 

totally rebuilt.  When was that?  

5. Pioneers of the Arts and Crafts movement, which two famous brothers who lived at 

Sapperton set up furniture making workshops at Pinbury Park and later at Daneway.   

6. Who was the only man since the Norman Conquest crowned King of England during his 

father’s lifetime?  

7. Name any three Church of England cathedrals that are in England but not located in a city.  

8. What two cities beginning with B do not have a Church of England cathedral?  

9. What is the connection between Monmouth, Southampton, St Albans, Northumberland, 

Grafton and Lennox?   

10. Cardinal Henry Manning became Archbishop of Westminster and head of the Roman 

Catholic church in England in 1865; how long had he been a Roman Catholic?   
 
Answers to Last Month’s Quiz 
1. The K in the designation of the K6  red telephone in Tetbury’s market square stands for kiosk, so they 

are telephone kiosks not telephone boxes. Kiosk comes from the Turkish word for a market stall. 

2. The American battalion stationed in Tetbury from Dec 1943 to D-Day 1944 was the 654th Engineer 

Topographic Battalion. 

3. The native of Stroud and clergyman who wrote the Thomas the Tank Engine books was the Reverend 

W(ilbert) Awdrey OBE. 

4. The 28th Regiment of Foot (later the Gloucestershire Regiment) were awarded their famous back 

badge for their conduct at the Battle of Alexandria (or Canope) on 21 March 1801. 

5. The GWR 517 class, a 0-4-2 tender engine was the only class of steam locomotive known to operate on 

the Tetbury branch between 1902 and 1933.   

6. Nomophobia is the fear of not having a mobile phone. 

7. The average human eye equates to around 576 megapixels. 

8. Sequoia is the shortest word in the English language that contains all 5 vowels (unless you know a 

shorter one). 

9. There are currently 650 UK Parliamentary constituencies (about 350 too many?) 

10. Katherine Swynford (nee Roet) was the mistress and then third wife of John of Gaunt, the  Duke of 

Lancaster and a son of Edward III.  Though born a commoner she was the great grandmother of Edward IV and 

Richard III and great-great grandmother of Edward V and Henry VII.  Her sister was the wife of Geoffrey 

Chaucer. 

 
 

  



From the Archive 

From the Archive this issue looks at signal box that will hopefully soon return to Tetbury.  Many 
thanks to Jane Haines for providing much of the information. 

Tetbury’s Signal Box 

From the opening of the Tetbury branch line in 1889 until 1926 Tetbury station had its own little 
signal box.  It sat on the north end of the station platform between the lamp room and the end-
loading bay (carriage dock.)  The description in the Tetbury Advertiser’s report on the opening of the 
line is not very descriptive: 

“The levers working the distance 
and home signals and points, which 
are on the block-gear principle –
some of them not having been in 
use before - are placed in a small 
and neat box at the north end of 
the platform, near which, also, is a 
commodious carriage dock.” 

 

Fortunately, in Stephen Randolph’s book on the branch line there are some very precise drawings 
which tell us what it looked like on the outside. Stephen also tells us, “The line was resignalled in 
February 1926, all signals being removed except the up Kemble and down Tetbury fixed distants. The 
signal box was closed and sold, and the points at Tetbury and Culkerton operated from ground 
frames, unlocked by a key on the new wooden train staff.”  The signal box is 9ft long and 8 ft wide 
with a door and window at each end, a large sliding window on the side that overlooked the railway, 
and a blank wall to the rear.  The box is made of wood with overlapping planks and a slate roof.  

The signal box was sold in 1926 to Mr Tuckett, who was a partner in Fielder and Tuckett, valuers and 
auctioneers/estate agents, which previously had been R. Tuckett and Son.  He had just built 
Tormead(e) on the Malmesbury Road and it was there that he took the signal box.   Tormead was 
later owned by Rufus and Trish Dent who ran it as a market garden and the signal box was used at 
that time as a potting shed. 

Frank and Maggie Heaven later moved into Tormead and the box may have been used as a garden 
shed.  Before Maggie and Frank sold the house Geoff Haines approached them to see if they would 
be willing to let the signal box go as at that time it was falling into disrepair.  In Oct 2009 Geoff and 
Jane Haines, Stephen Randolph and his son, Peter, spent the first day beginning to dismantle it, 

Above: The drawings for the signal box. 
Left: Plan of Tetbury Station pre-1926 showing 
the original location of the signal box 



helped on the second day by Peter Atkinson and Robin Levin.  Stephen had hired a largish van to 
take the flat packs back up to his home in Barlow, Derbyshire, and on the way back they 
encountered a snowstorm.  Geoff and Jane next saw the Signal Box when they were invited to ‘open’ 
the restored signal box in the garden of Stephen and his wife, Jane.  The small opening ceremony on 
3rd Oct 2010 was enough to catch the attention of the national press as an article about Steve and 
his signal box  was published in several papers including the Daily Mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact me if you have any 
questions or wish to 
contribute to the 
newsletter:  David Walker, 
01666 500137 or 
opheliatheboat@gmail.com
. 

Above: The signal box when used as a potting shed. 
Right: In a poor condition when being dismantled for 
transportation to Derbyshire. 
Below: The refurbished box standing proudly in Stephen 
Randolph’s garden. 


