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Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust  
  

Friends of the Goods Shed 
Newsletter No 42 – June 2021 
 
Community, Creativity, Culture  
 

The Goods Shed Reopens with Strong Programme of Events 

The Goods Shed reopened on 20th May with a cinema showing of the film Knives Out.  With reduced 
seating in line with Covid19 regulations, it was almost a full house that watched the star-studded 
who-dunnit.  Daniel Craig played the laconic detective solving the murder although his previous 
persona as James Bond made his playing of an American with a Southern drawl slightly incongruous 
to many of the audience.  The cinema showing on 27th May, The Gentlemen, was not quite as 
popular.  Directed by Guy Ritchie, it was a rather violent gangland-type movie. 

On the 21st the Goods Shed was proud to present 
“Wilde without the Boy”, Gareth Armstrong’s 
brilliant dramatization of “De Profundis“, Oscar 
Wilde’s searing letter to his lover, written from his 
Reading Gaol cell. Performed by Olivier Award 
nominee Gerard Logan and with music by Simon 
Slater, the piece is a window into the bruised soul of 
a literary genius.  Again, the performance was almost 
a sell-out. 

 A new post-lockdown piano club started at the 
Goods Shed on the afternoon of 26th May to a very 
appreciative audience.  Aimed at those of us with 
spare time on their hands in the afternoons, this will 
also be a wonderful opportunity for amateur 
musicians who have worked hard at their music for the past year finally to play for other people.  
The new series of performances will be held monthly on the last Wednesday of the month.   

In the evening of the 26th the Goods Shed’s popular series of talks recommenced.  Fiona James 
talked about Johannes Vermeer’s painting, “The Art of Painting”.  Not much is known about Vermeer 
and only about 35 paintings of his survive so it was very interesting to adduce further information 
about his methods and techniques from the evidence within this particular painting.  

Staff News 

We are pleased to say that we have a new member of staff joining the Goods Shed.  Kate Raw has 
been appointed Events Co-ordinator and will be starting on 10 June.  We wish her  a warm welcome 
and  all the best in her new job.  She will be working with our longest serving member of staff, 
Kathryn Limoi who, having started way back in September 2017, has now been promoted to Office 
Manager.  All the staff are now fully back at work after being on full or partial furlough. 

 

A front page always needs a picture – the Goods 
Shed being used as a coal merchant’s yard at the 
closure of the line in April 1964. 
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Maintenance and Improvements 

As during the first period of lockdown, the Goods Shed team 
has continued since Christmas to maintain and improve the 
facilities in the Goods Shed.   A full safety inspection of the 
Goods Shed covering fire, gas, electricity and security has been 
undertaken by an outside contractor.  The lighting and 
projection equipment has recently been fine-tuned, the 
security camera system has been expanded and improved, the 
retractable seating has been fully serviced and the necessary 
boiler and heating servicing carried out.  Some tidying up has 
also been undertaken.  You may have noticed that the old 
marquee has been taken down as it was unfortunately 
irreparable; it was hoped that a more substantial replacement 
might be procured but lack of funds prevents an immediate 
replacement.  As related elsewhere a new chiller has been 
installed following the failure of the old one.  Possibly 
unknown to most, the first temporary solution to keep the 
café going was a battery of 7 fridges posted around the walls 
of the Shed! 

Whistle Stop Café 

Like all of us the café suffered from a very 
wet and cold May, but Sasha and the team 
still managed to provide a lot of satisfied 
customers with their delicious coffee, buns 
and snacks.  Unfortunately we had to say 
goodbye to Phoebe Collier at the end of 
May as unforeseen family commitments 
meant she had to leave.  The café has 
recently taken receipt of 10 new table 
umbrellas so everyone can now shelter 
from the sun’s rays (or rain) in comfort.  
You may also have noticed that the 
trailered chill room behind the carriage has been replaced with a less obtrusive, static chill room. 

 

  

Above: The new chill room. 
 
Left: Bill Buss and Barrie Doyle help to lay 
the base for the new chiller. 
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Art Exhibition by  Merilyn Brason 

Currently on display at the Goods 
Shed is a wonderful selection of 
paintings by Merilyn Brason.   
Merilyn’s passion for the sea, which 
is immediately apparent on entering 
the exhibition, started when 
Merlyn’s family moved to the island 
of Jersey.  When learning to sail 
there she soon forged a strong 
connection to the sea and its waves 
and this was reinforced by four years 
living in Australia by the sea where 
she learned to surf.  Having settled in 
Gloucestershire with her husband 
and three adult sons she started to 
study painting and she has been 
encouraged and guided by local artist 
Rob Collins.  In 2011 Merilyn had her 
first major solo exhibition in the 
gardens Gallery in Cheltenham.  Her 
work has been extensively exhibited 
and sold throughout England and as 
far afield as New Zealand. 
 

  
    

 

 

 

 

 

200 Club – Grand Draw 

The third draw of the 200 Club took place on 1 May 2021.  Of the 70 members of the club on that 
date, the lucky first prize winner was Celia Bayes who received £100.  Two other lucky winners 
shared £70.  On 1 June the first prize went to M J S & J A John with £75 going to the two runners up.  
Many thanks to Lyn and Chris Howard who donated their prize back to the Goods Shed. 

We still have room for more members so do sign up if you have not yet done so.  Half of the money 
received will be given in prizes and the other half will go to help the Goods Shed.  You can join at any 
time – for only £60 - and be eligible for the draw every month for a year.     Go to the Goods Shed 
website and follow the instructions for joining the 200 Club or email me if you prefer. 
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Greening Tetbury 

The Trust wishes to be as eco-friendly as it can be and, of course we fully support the Greening 
Tetbury campaign.  This month we offer you their tip of the month. 

 
 

 

Tetbury’s Signal Box 

As reported in the last newsletter it is 
planned to return Tetbury’s old signal 
box to be near the Goods Shed.  The 
site agreed with Tetbury Town 
Council is just to the north (car park 
end) of the carriage.  It will sit at the 
height of the original platform, about 
30 inches above ground, and will be 
an eye-catching sight for arriving 
visitors.  While awaiting planning 
approval the ground is being 
prepared, see the photo opposite.  It 
is hoped that the signal box will be 
transported from Derbyshire to 
Tetbury at the end of this month or soon after.  Help is needed so If anybody would like to get 
involved in the project please drop me an email or give me a ring – opheliatheboat@gmail.com, 
01666 500137. 

 

  

mailto:opheliatheboat@gmail.com
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Quiz 

This month’s quiz: 

1.  What Gloucestershire stately home does Jane Austen describe as 30 miles north of Bath and 

reached by passing through Petty France (on what is now the A46)?   

2. Sometimes called “India in the Cotswold”, this stately home built from 1805 in the Indian 

style by a nabob returned from India supposedly inspired the Prince Regent to create his own 

version, the Brighton Pavilion.   What is the house and estate called?   

3. What’s the difference between single Gloucester and double Gloucester cheese?  

4. When was Tetbury Signal Box removed from its original location?  

5. At North Nibley there is a magnificent memorial tower to a 16th century martyr.  Who was 

he?   

6. Louis XV succeeded Louis XIV as King of France in 1715.  What was his relationship to Louis 

XIV?  

7. By what name is Marie Grosholtz, born in Strasbourg in 1761, better known?   
8. Why is Joe Biden the 46th US president although only 44 men have held the office before 

him?   
9. Which is the newest rank of the English peerage?  

10. Gavrilo Princip was found guilty of assassinating the Archduke Franz Ferdinand in on 28 June 

1914 in Sarajevo.  Why was he not executed?  

Answers to Last Month’s Quiz 

 

1. Thomas Hobbes was born on Friday 5 April 1588 in Westport, Malmesbury. 

2. Tetbury’s market hall was built in 1655 during the Commonwealth period when the Lord Protector was 

Oliver Cromwell. 

3. The HQ of 1st Wing Australian Flying Corps was located in Stamford House, Fox Hill (Silver Street.) 

4. The tower of Tetbury church was rebuilt in 1890. 

5. Ernest and Sidney Barnsley set up furniture making workshops at Pinbury Park and later at Daneway. 

6. Henry the Young King (28 February 1155 – 11 June 1183) was the eldest surviving son of Henry II of 

England and was the only King of England to be crowned during his father's reign.  He died aged 28, six years 

before his father. 

7. The following six English C of E cathedrals are not located in a  city – Blackburn, Guildford, Rochester, 

Southwark, Southwell and St Edmundsbury. 

8. The only two English cities beginning with B which are without a cathedral are Bath and Brighton & 

Hove. 

9. The Dukes of Monmouth, Southampton, St Albans, Northumberland, Grafton and Lennox were all 

illegitimate sons of Charles II. 

10. Cardinal Manning was received into the Roman Catholic church on 6 April 1851 and became the head 

of the RC church in England 14 years later. 

 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_II_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Henry_II_of_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coronation#Coronation_of_heirs_apparent


6 
 

From the Archive 

Coates (Tetbury Road) Station 

Before Tetbury Station opened in 1889 the nearest station was Malmesbury, 4 ¾ miles away, but 
before that opened on 17 Dec 1877 it was Tetbury Road Station, 7 miles away.  The remains of the 
station yard are still there just to the north of the bridge on the Cirencester Road, close to the 
Thames Head Inn.  The station opened in 1845 when the line from Kemble to Gloucester was 
completed.  It was mainly created to serve Tetbury.  It closed to passengers when Kemble Station 
received road access on 1st May 1882 but remained open for goods traffic until 1st July 1963.  The 
name of the station was changed to Coates on 1st May 1908 to stop Tetbury goods arriving there.  
The track layout remained unchanged, except for the removal of the short sidings near the road 
bridge.  The station buildings were demolished in about 1900.  The map below is from 1885 and 
shows the station alongside the Great Western Hotel, now the Thames Head Inn. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Contact me if you have any questions or wish to 
contribute to the newsletter:  David Walker, 01666 
500137 or opheliatheboat@gmail.com. 

Above: The new chill room. 
 
Left: Bill Buss and Barrie Doyle help to lay 
the base for the new chiller. 

The view above looking southward is from 
1934 and shows the 2-ton crane and the 
29-lever signal box which functioned from 
1st February 1923 to 3rd March 1966.  
There were two men employed here in 
the 1930s but four around 1900. 


