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Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust  
  

Friends of the Goods Shed 
Newsletter No 43 – July 2021 
 
Community, Creativity, Culture  
 

Staff News 

Events Co-ordinator.  We are delighted to have  Kate Raw starting as our new Events Co-ordinator 
from 10 June.  Kate will also be looking after our volunteers and is therefore keen to communicate 
with everyone, so this is Kate in her words: 

“Hello! Thank you for such a warm welcome to the Goods Shed. 
My name is Kate and I'm the new Events Co-ordinator. I'll be 
working alongside Kathryn in the office and with our excellent 
volunteers to ensure that events at the Goods Shed run 
smoothly. I'll be working here for 2 days a week, and you'll see 
me at most weekend events.  

When I'm not at the Goods Shed, I work as a freelance graphic 
designer from my home office in Nailsworth, where I live with 
my partner Matt. I also work in theatre, mostly as a director, 
and as an events organiser. In late 2018 I took over the Stroud 
Shakespeare Festival, but we've only managed to have one festival in 2019 since, due to current 
events - we're very much hoping to be up and running again in 2022! 

I'm looking forward to getting to know our regular patrons and working alongside out fantastic team 
of volunteers. As we move towards re-opening with full numbers, we are looking to expand our 
volunteer network. People are understandably nervous about coming back to volunteer, but we are 
following all government guidelines to keep everyone safe. There are plenty of roles available, from 
the box office or working on the bar, to roles with more responsibility such as bar managers, duty 
managers, working the projector at our cinema club, and other more technical and practical work, 
such as helping with sound and lighting or simply moving our staging. We 
are looking for people of all ages, and you can choose which sort of events 
interest you! Whether you can give a regular time each week, or a couple of 
hours a month, I would love to hear from you. Please visit shed-
arts.co.uk/get-involved, or contact me at admin@shed-arts.co.uk .  See 
you soon!  Kate. 

New Trustee. We are pleased to welcome as a new trustee to the board, 
Tony Walsh. Originally from Yorkshire, Tony moved to Tetbury in 1972 and 
retired from general practice in 2013. Tony has been a town councillor for 
over 20 years and has been a governor of both SWR and St Marys’ Primary 
School. 

 

New Events Co-ordinator, Kate Raw. 

Tony Walsh 

http://shed-arts.co.uk/get-involved
http://shed-arts.co.uk/get-involved
mailto:admin@shed-arts.co.uk
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Goods Shed Events 

The Goods Shed’s programme of events continued in June.  While still limited to reduced audiences 
by Covid restrictions, full houses were the order of the day.  On 5th June the Festival Players 
presented their own reduced version of  Henry V.  It was a lively performance with music by Johnny 
Coppin who will be returning to the Goods Shed in December for a performance of his own.  On 12th 
June the prize-winning Gould Trio gave two performances to a total of 100 people. The trio played 
excellently with a programme that comprised Beethoven’s Allegretto in B Flat, Rushton’s Game/No 
Game and Schubert’s Piano Trio No 2 in E Flat Major.  The Beethoven was pleasing but shortish, the 
modernist Rushton piece was not everybody’s cup of tea and the Schubert was a very agreeable 
longer piece.  Later in the month on the 25th the Goods Shed welcomed world-class soprano Carolyn 
Sampson & Tetbury-born pianist Joseph Middleton.  Joseph was thrilled to be back in Tetbury and 
several of his teachers from SWR were there to see him.  Their performance was outstanding and 
received rapturous applause.  The Piano Club on the last Wednesday of the month is also proving 
popular.  Each event gives the opportunity for an appreciative audience to hear a variety of talented, 
local piano players. 

Cinema 

At the beginning of the month due to little interest, cinema showings of Soul and Bill & Ted Face the 
Music were cancelled but there was a good turnout on the 10th for David Copperfield.  A week later 
the Good Liar drew in an audience of more than 60.  On the 24th an experiment was undertaken by 
showing  the black and white classic, Casablanca.  Alas, attendance was on the low side, perhaps TV 
showings either side of the date did not help, but those who went assure us that the big screen 
certainly makes a difference 

Other Offerings 

Swing Jive with Jim Hannaway and Sarah Vernon on 
Tuesday nights has flourished since the lockdown ended 
and has been fully booked but, if you missed out, be 
aware that a new term is starting soon and Jim and 
Sarah are keen to offer other evenings as well.  Check 
out Just Jive online. 
You may have noticed that Ros and her vegetables from 
Addie’s Farm are back on Saturday mornings.   Another 
welcome addition outside the Goods Shed on Sunday 
mornings has been Sophia Jamal of Butterrow Blooms 
with her plants and flowers.  Please make the most of 
these local, fresh offers.  

Above:  A Just Jive teaching session on Tuesday nights.  
Fully Covid compliant and will remain “bring your own 
partner” until lockdown is lifted. 

Left: Sarah Vernon casts an envious eye over what 
would be the best transport to go with her usual 
period costumes. 
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200 Club – Grand Draw 

The fifth draw of the 200 Club took place on 1 July 2021.  Of the 71 members of the club on that 
date, the lucky first prize winner of £100 was Valerie Marriott with two other members receiving £50 
and £30.  We still have room for more members so do sign up if you have not yet done so.  Half of 
the money received will be given in prizes and the other half will go to help the Goods Shed.  You can 
join at any time – for only £60 - and be eligible for the draw every month for a year.     Go to the 
Goods Shed website and follow the instructions for joining the 200 Club or email me if you prefer. 

 

Art Exhibition by  David Bent 

David Bent is credited with leading a new movement 
in modern aviation art.  A selection of his stunning 
pictures is currently on display at the Goods Shed.  
David has been awarded Honorary Companion-
ship  of the Royal Aeronautical Society and when 
studying his pictures you will see why.  A tour round 
the exhibition will also give you an insight to David’s 
love affair with aeroplanes and flying interestingly 
revealed by his biographical notes for each of the 
decades of his life. 

You must come and see David’s paintings and 
remember that 20%  of sales from this exhibition of 
David’s work will go directly to benefit the work of 
Tetbury Goods Shed. 

. 
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 Greening Tetbury 
The Trust wishes to be as eco-friendly as we can be and, of course we fully support the Greening 
Tetbury campaign.  This month we offer you their tip of the month. 

 
 

Quiz 

The quiz was introduced at the beginning of lockdown as a filler to the newsletter.  We hope that 
you have enjoyed it.  Now that things are actually happening at the Goods Shed the editor has 
decided to cease the quiz but not before we give you the answers to last month’s quiz: 

1.  Northanger Abbey is the Gloucestershire stately home Jane Austen describes as 30 miles north of Bath 

and reached by passing through Petty France.. 

2. Sezincote, near Moreton in the Marsh is sometimes called “India in the Cotswold” and is well worth a 

visit. 

3. Nobody knows for sure the difference between single Gloucester and double Gloucester cheese. They 

both started as Berkeley Cheese from Old Gloucester cows.  The double is denser and richer; one reason 

proposed is that it combined milk from both the morning and evening milkings.  

4. Tetbury Signal Box was removed from its original location in 1926 – but will soon be back! 

5. The magnificent memorial tower to a 16th century martyr at North Nibley commemorates  William 

Tyndale. 

6. Louis XV was the great grandson of Louis XIV of France..   

7. Marie Grosholtz, born in Strasbourg in 1761, is better known today as Madame Tussaud. 

8. Biden is the 46th US president despite only 44 men having held the office before him because  Grover 

Cleveland was elected to be the 22nd US president, was defeated at the next election and then elected again as 

the 24th president, the only president to ever regain office. 

9. The newest rank of the English peerage is viscount, introduced in 1440 when John, Baron Beaumont, 

became Viscount Beaumont. 

10. Gavrilo (or Franz) Princip was only 19 when he assassinated the Archduke Franz Ferdinand in on 28 

June 1914 in Sarajevo  and was therefore only eligible for a maximum sentence of 20 years in prison.  He died in 

prison in April 1918 of tuberculosis. 
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Tetbury’s Signal Box 

The project to get Tetbury’s signal box back to 
Tetbury is making progress.  Bill Buss and I  
prepared the base for the signal box to sit on 
alongside the Goods Shed and early last month 
concrete was poured to form the footing and a 
footpath.  On 24th June Joseph Durning and I set 
off in a hired van for darkest Derbyshire where 
we met up with Richard Barley and John Turton 
in the picturesque village of Barlow where Steve 
and Jane Randolph welcomed us.  The plan was 
for two easy days of gently taking apart the 
signal box, loading it into the van and returning 
smoothly to Tetbury. 

The first task was removing the slates from the 
roof.  This proceeded well although it was 
amazing how many slates it takes to tile a small 
roof.  Our first problem was that Steve had done 
too good a job reassembling and fitting out the 
box (it was a very cosy home away from home.)  
The roof and floor planking were tongue and 
grooved and secured with screws driven home 
with a powerful electric driver.  These screws 
proved a nightmare to extract, always assuming 
that they could be located.  It was fairly late in 

the day when we knocked off.  The next day 
proved equally frustrating as we pushed and 
pulled only to find another bolt or screw to 

undo.  Finally, we had just the basic structure left, four walls and two gables.  With ample use of a 
persuader (2lb mash hammer) we parted the frames from each other while admiring the mortise 
and tenon joints of the Victorian craftsmen.   

The next job was to manoeuvre 9 ft panels down a very steep 
set of stairs and into the waiting van.  Getting the panels in 
required turning them diagonally through the doors and then 
back up into a slightly more vertical position.  This was not 
too difficult for the first and second panels but by the time it 
came to the last panel it wasn’t a case of inches but of one 
millimetre’s clearance.  By the time we had finished loading it 
was 8.20 pm.  We thanked Steve and Jane profusely for their 
help, especially Jane who kept us well supplied with coffee, 
tea, sandwiches, cake and fish and chips, and then Joseph and 
I set off again with the simple task of driving back to Tetbury.  
Approaching the M42 we were warned that the M5 was 
closed in 3 places and there were delays on the M42 of 5 
minutes, 10 minutes and then 90 minutes.  We envisaged a 
route via the M40 only to be ejected from the M42 at the 
junction before.  It was remiss not to mention earlier that it 
had been raining heavily soon after leaving the M1.  By the 
time we left the M42 it was a tropical downpour with most of 

Bill Buss laying concrete for a ramp. 

Above: Joseph Durning steadies the ladder for Richard 
Barley.  

L-R: David Walker, Steve Randolph, 
John Turton and Joseph Durning 
triumphant after getting all loaded.  
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the roads under 12 inches of water.  Grateful for being in a van and not a low-slung car we slowly 
waded towards Warwick and picked up the A429 to Cirencester.  Suddenly all signs of recent rain 
disappeared and we breathed a sigh of relief only to be informed that the road ahead was closed 
due to resurfacing.  We backtracked several miles but finally made it onto the Fosse Way, arriving in 
Tetbury at ten minutes past midnight.   

Early on the Saturday the gang, plus Richard Lark and David Kyle, set about unloading the signal box.  
All I can say is that it was no easier unloading than loading.  Work will continue through the summer 
involving bricklaying, carpentry, and painting.  If you feel you could help please contact me, we 
would love to see you – opheliatheboat@gmail.com  or 
01666 500137. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

From the Archive 

Signalling 

As well as the signal box that Stephen Randolph is kindly 
giving us he has also donated us one of Tetbury’s original 
semaphore signal arms. When we are able, we may also  
collect from him a real semaphore signal, though not, alas, 
an original  Tetbury one. This might be an apposite time to 
describe briefly railway signalling in general and how it 
applied at Tetbury.   

When the railways first started operating, railway 
“policemen” used hand signals to control the movement of 
trains.  To allow for them being temporarily absent the idea 
of static signals was born.  Initially each railway company 
had its own types of signals.  The first railway semaphore 
signal was erected in 1841 at New Cross Gate by Charles H 
Gregory, Engineer of the London & Croydon Railway.  The 
GWR was late to the party not installing semaphores until 
1865. 

Above: The gang having a rest as a panel is 
manoeuvred. 
Left:  L-R: David Kyle, Richard Lark, David 
Walker,  Joseph Durning and Richard Barley at 
the end of  unloading.  

mailto:opheliatheboat@gmail.com
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A semaphore signals conveys its indications by a pivoted 'arm', usually 4-5 ft long and 9-12 inches 
deep.  The arm projects to the left of the post when viewed in the applicable direction of travel, and 
its angle determines the indication. Initially the signal arm had three positions – danger, caution and 
clear - but, led by  the Great Western Railway in 1873, the 'caution' indication was gradually 
abolished until only two positions remained: horizontal meaning “danger” and 45 degrees upwards 
or downwards meaning “clear”.  At first most signal arms, including those of the GWR, were painted 
all red and were simple rectangles. To make them more distinguishable most companies began to 
add a white vertical stripe to the front of the arm and this became standard.  To distinguish the back 
of the signal from the front it also became standard to paint it white with a black vertical stripe.  To 
distinguish between stop signals and distant signals (see below) the LB&SCR cut a 'fishtail' notch into 
the ends of distant signal arms, the first such signal being installed in 1872, which design soon 
became general .  Another new requirement from the Board of Trade in 1877 stated that where stop 
and distant arms were placed together on the same post, the stop arm must be the higher of the 
two.  In 1925 the Ministry of Transport required semaphore distant signals to have yellow arms and 
lights. 

Signals can be classified as either running signals, as used on main running lines, or subsidiary 
signals, generally used to control low speed shunting or other non-running movements.  Subsidiary 
signals can be either smaller semaphores or discs set at ground level. 

A stop signal must not be passed when set to danger except in cases of failure or when authorised.  
As a train takes at least ¼ mile to stop, the driver is given warning of a stop signal being at danger by 
a distant signal which is at least another ½ mile before the stop signal.  A distant signal in the caution 
or “on” position, i.e. horizontal, may be passed but the driver must proceed with caution as the next 
stop signal will be at danger.  If the distant is in the clear or off position the driver will run normally 
knowing that the next stop signal will not be at danger. 

When the Tetbury branch was built a modest signalling operation 
was set up which we may assume followed the principles above.  
The signal box was built on the “up” end of the station platform 
(in railway parlance, up means the direction towards London or 
the most important mainline station on the route.)   Ever keen to 
reduce costs the GWR management homed in on the cost of 
employing a signalman at Tetbury, about £85 per year, and 
maintaining the signalling equipment.  Why have full signalling on 
a branch line on which only one engine ever operated at one 
time? To quote from Stephen Randolph’s book, “The Tetbury line 
was resignalled in February 1926, all signals being removed 
except the ‘up’ Kemble and ‘down’ Tetbury fixed distants.  The 
signal box was closed and sold, and the points at Tetbury and 
Culkerton operated from ground frames, unlocked by a key on 
the new wooden train staff.” Incidentally, Stephen has that 
wooden train staff. 

 

Contact me if you have any questions or wish to contribute to 
the newsletter:  David Walker, 01666 500137 or 

opheliatheboat@gmail.com. 

The ground frame at Culkerton.  This 
gave access to the south end of the 
goods sidings.  One lever moved the 
points and the other locked them in 
place, a safety requirement if points 
faced oncoming trains.  The frame was 
locked by a key attached to the train 
staff.  


