
1 
 

Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust  
  

Friends of the Goods Shed 
Newsletter No 48 – March 2022 
 
Community, Creativity, Culture  
 

Tetbury Window Wanderland 

Over 70 households, schools, offices and organizations  took 
part in Tetbury’s first Window Wanderland event organized by 
Christine Berry under the auspices of the Goods Shed.  During  
the evenings of 25th to 27th February there were 72 windows 
decorated in Tetbury, an absolutely outstanding number, given 
that it was our first event.  A big thank you to all those who 
used their time, skill and imagination to take part.  These things 
often sound like a good idea at the time, then turn into a great 
effort but it was worth every minute.  There were beautiful 
jewels all over the town, enjoyed by a great many people 
truffling around the town to hunt them out, including members 
of the Tetbury Dolphins Running Club, who covered many 
miles.  Decorated windows were made by the whole 
community and there were dots on the map in almost every 
area.  As well as individuals, enthusiastic groups got fully 
involved, like St Mary’s and Sir William Romney’s schools, 
Brownies and Guides, the WI, the U3A, the Youth Club, Upton 
Mill, Kingsley House, the Friendship Café and the Monday Club, 
where the oldest window maker enjoyed making hers at 103! 
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Many shops joined in too and, after the restraints of the last few 
years, it was a real tonic to see the community throw themselves 
into an artistic activity when many said they were not artistic!  
There were so many brilliant displays that I have forgone the “In 
the Archive” article normally at the end of the newsletter to allow 
many more windows to be displayed in its place. 

We were supported by TRLRT with both the Tetbury Lions and the 
Feoffees giving generous donations.  We have to give the Feoffees 
special thanks also for lending us the windows of the Market 
House for a display by Sir William Romney’s School and lighting it 
expertly each evening. 

So, if you would like to see it happen again and have any lessons 
to teach us about what went well and what could have been done 
better, Christine Berry would be very glad to hear from you 
at info@shed-arts.co.uk. 

 

Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Trust 

A much-delayed annual general meeting of the Trust will be held at the Goods Shed on Wednesday 
18th May 2022 at 6pm.   

Membership of the Trust is open to all, and the AGM is your opportunity to meet the Trustees, hear 
what the Trust has done and its plans for the future.  Those people who were members in 2019 will 
be approached again to pay their £1 subscription and will be invited to the AGM.  If you were not at 
the last AGM, you are still most welcome to attend once you have become a member.  To do this just 
fill in the form at the end of this newsletter and send it to the Office Manager at the address shown 
with the annual subscription of £1 (or we can collect the subscription at the door if that is easier).  
There is a letter box outside the office door for those passing by. 

When the Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration Trust was set up in 2000 it was envisaged that there would 
be many members with a few Trustees elected to ensure good governance of the Trust.  And so it was 
for the many years when members undertook the myriad tasks needed to boost interest in the project 
and to raise money.  When the arts centre was eventually realised many members morphed into 
volunteers but others just gave their support by attending the various events.  The concept of 
membership of the Trust has slowly faded, especially when the pandemic caused two AGMs to be 
cancelled. 

It is imperative that the Trust does not lose contact with the people of Tetbury because the Trust’s 
sole purpose  is to serve them by providing art, culture, entertainment and that essential feeling of 
community and belonging.    Please do take the trouble to become a member.  We need you.  

 

Café – New Awning 

   
Tetbury Good Shed Arts Centre has been hard hit by Covid, winter storms and a massive hike in 
VAT.  The high winds had a very damaging effect on the café’s awning which was already an ageing 
structure.  The Trustees have agreed that we need to buy a new awning to place around the café’s 
serving hatch.  The structure will not be like the present improvised one which fails to entice customers 

mailto:info@shed-arts.co.uk
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with its worn and rickety appearance.  The new one will be a bespoke, hardwearing, but aesthetically 
pleasing arrangement, similar to a glamping tent. 

The cafe is a vital source of funds to the Trust but the Trust is hard pressed in the current circumstances 
to find the necessary money to invest in the new awning.  As a result, we are unable to finance the 
replacement of our canopy without your support.  Will you help?   

We are trying a new route to raise funds – crowdfunding and our appeal has now gone live on 
Spacehive.  The project is fully illustrated and explained at: 

 https://www.spacehive.com/tetbury-arts-centre-recovery 

Do please take a look and help if you can. 

  

Recent Goods Shed Events 

There have been a lot of great events since the start of the 
year and the Events Committee have done a wonderful job 
in satisfying all tastes.  We have had classical music from the 
Saccone Quartet (15 Jan), Blue Grass folk from Flats and 
Sharps (12 Feb), classic rock from both Whole Lotta Led (22 
Jan) and the Bon Jovi Experience (5 Mar), jazz in Much Ado 
About Jazz (29 Jan) and a talk on Seurat’s painting, A Sunday 
on la Grande Jatte, by Fiona James.   

Of special note were the performances of Macbeth (18 & 19 
Feb) performed by Wise + Wayward Theatre and produced 
by our very own Kate Raw, having its premier at the Goods 
Shed.  This performance, almost in the round, was notable 
for its realistic fight scenes, visceral sound effects and 

imaginative lighting. 
For the children we had a sell-
out performance of the 
Highland Joker’s Bubble Man 
(26 Feb) who entertained with 
his giant soap bubbles.  

Christine Berry and her team 
of volunteers can be especially 
proud of their regular 
afternoon tea and piano club 
concerts which, while being 
low key events, go a long way 
to fulfilling the ambitions of 
the Goods Shed to be a 

valuable service to a generation of people who might find 
attendance at evening shows somewhat daunting.  The Goods 
Shed has also strived to help parents and guardians bring a little 
fun to the lives of their toddlers by having a monthly “Playtime” session led by  Sidney & Tristan from 
The Last Baguette (who gave us King Arthur last year).  These fun, relaxed, participatory theatre 
sessions encourage the children to play, move, watch and laugh. 

Macbeth – you saw it at the Goods Shed first! 

Chris Gumbley and Al Gurr of Much 
Ado About Jazz! 

Eran Backler, the Bubbleman with a 
young fan. 

https://www.spacehive.com/tetbury-arts-centre-recovery
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Cinema 

Cinema showings continue to be poorly attended except, of course, for the latest James Bond film, 
but even that was far from a sell-out.  There have been several surveys done since the 1990s asking 
the population of Tetbury what they most want in terms of leisure and recreation.  Typically, 70% have 
said “a cinema” but it is dispiriting to see how few turn that into attendance at their local Goods Shed 
venue.  The minimum cost to a show a film is £100 plus the cost of the DVD so at our very modest 
charge of £7 it needs an attendance of at least 16 to make it cost-effective, never mind the hard work 
put in by the volunteers.  We know that Netflix and Covid have not helped but unless attendance 
improves there is a grave danger that cinema will become a thing of the past. 

The films shown since January have been a mixture of classics and recent release. These have included 
Breakfast at Tiffany’s, Still Water, Solo – A Star Wars Story, After Love, Last Letter from Your Lover and 
Last Night in Soho.  The last mentioned was a horror movie and woke up a few people sleeping at the 
back! 

Greening Tetbury 

Tip of the month: 

 

 

The Blue Grass group Flats and 
Sharps performing at the Goods 

Shed 
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200 Club – Grand Draw 

The March draw of  the 200 Club produced the following winners: 1st prize – Tony Joliffe, 2nd prize – 
Ros Tildesley and 3rd prize – Brian Dejean.     

The 200 Club has now been going for over a year but sadly we have failed to make the 200 member 
mark.  Please do consider joining (or taking out a second number).  Just go to the Goods Shed’s 
website at https://shed-arts.co.uk or ask at the Goods Shed. 

 

Exhibitions  

At present the Goods Shed 
is showing an exhibition of 
wonderfully detailed 
pictures by Valerie Dugan. 
She is a Fellow of the 
Society of Botanical Artists, 
and a member of the Royal 
Birmingham Society of 
Artists, The Birmingham 
Watercolour Society, The 
Calligraphy and Lettering 
Artists Society.  Valerie 
often combines calligraphy 
and botanical art in her creative work.  Another interest is butterflies. She has painted a large 
selection of mainly life size British studies on vellum to celebrate 100 years of the National Trust.  
Here is a small selection but you must visit to appreciate the skill involved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://shed-arts.co.uk/
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I promised in the last newsletter to show more of the magnificent photographs in Jack Boskett’s 
exhibition from earlier in the year so hear they are:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

New Editor Needed 

Your present editor has now edited 48 issues of the Friends of the Goods Shed newsletter and, while 
keen to make it to a half century, thinks it is time that the newsletter had an overhaul with a fresh 
view on content and layout.  It might return more to its origins as the newsletter of  the members of 
the Trust (see article on AGM above) and the Friends of the Goods Shed, helping to revive interest in 
the Goods Shed among the many people that helped and supported the Goods Shed in its journey 
from ruinous condition of 20 years ago to the splendid arts centre it is now.  It is not an onerous task 
and can be done in the comfort of your own home.  There would be at least two editions during which 
to make a handover so you would not have to take a leap into the unknown.  If anybody feels they (or 
somebody they know) could take on the newsletter I should be delighted to hear from you – 
opheliatheboat@gmail.com. 

 

  

Top left: a London bus crosses Westminster Bridge at night.    Top right: Horsepower! Ex-Southern Railways Merchant 
Navy class, 35006 Peninsular and Oriental Lines, between Toddington and Cheltenham Racecourse provides a 
background for Katie on her cob Shandy.    Bottom: Clifton Suspension Bridge near Bristol at night.. 

mailto:opheliatheboat@gmail.com
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Signal Box & Signal Post 

Roll on some better weather so that the painting of the signal box can be completed.  The roofing is 
now complete with its very impressive Welsh slates and many thanks to Bill Buss who risked life and 
limb clambering about the roof to fit them.  At the time of writing there are just a few weatherboard 
planks left to nail on to the sides.  When the repainting is complete we shall reinstate the metal 
signboard “Tetbury Signal Box” and prepare for the opening ceremony for which we hope to have 
Stephen Randolph present to do the honours. 

 With the exterior soon to be finished we now need to turn our attention to the interior.  Unfortunately 
there might be a short hiatus due to lack of funding as the 75mm  insulation boards required do not 
come cheap.   The good news is that we can mainly use off-cuts, so if anybody has any left over and 
lying around?  Similarly, we need some more chip-board floor sheets.  Or if anybody can see their way 
to providing some financial support, we should be very grateful. 

From the Archive Brings You - 

More Window Wanderland Works of Art 
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Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration Trust  

Application for Membership by an Individual 

 
 

I,   (full name) …………………………………………….. 

of (full address)............................................................................................................ 

                        ............................................................................................................ 

Apply to be entered on the register of Members of the Tetbury Rail Lands Regeneration 
Trust Limited, a company limited by guarantee and not having share capital (“the Trust”) 

If I am accepted as a member I agree as follows: 

To be bound by the memorandum and Articles of Association of the Trust 

To pay an annual subscription of £1 

To contribute to the assets of the Trust if it is wound up whilst I am a Member, or within one 
year after I cease to be a Member, but that such contribution will not exceed one pound £1 

To keep the Trust notified of any change of my address and 

That my Membership is non-transferable 

Signed           .............................................................    

 

Dated              ............................................................ 

 

Contact Details: 

 

   Tel No   ………………………………………. 

   Mobile No  ………………………………………. 

   Email address: ……………………………………….  

 

Please return the completed form with £1.00 registration fee to: Company Secretary, 
TRLRT, Tetbury Goods Shed, Old Station Yard, Cirencester Road, Tetbury, GL8 8EY 

 

Patron: Lady Smith OBE. Registered Company No 4102029. Registered Charity No1092160       
Registered Office:  Tetbury Goods Shed Arts Centre Old Station Yard, Cirencester Road, Tetbury, 
Gloucestershire, United Kingdom, GL8 8EY 


