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Community, Creativity, Culture  

 

 

Signal Box Opening Ceremony 

The signal box was opened with due ceremony on 4th 

June 2022 as part of Tetbury’s  Platinum Jubilee 

celebrations.  The building was opened by Stephen 

Randolph who came down from Derbyshire for the 

event.  The Chair of the Trust, Richard Warrington, 

gave a short speech thanking Stephen for kindly 

donating the building and the volunteers who had 

helped in the transport and re-erection of the box 

and the signal, including David Walker, Bill Buss, John 

Turton, Joseph Durning, Richard Barley, Paul Lockley, 

Nigel Berry, Grayham Cleaver, Will Cook and several 

others.  He also gave thanks to Mr Rob Gibbs and 

Diageo plc who had generously helped pay for the 

work involved.  The Swindon Brass Band played a 

great selection of music over the lunchtime event. 

Many thanks to Kathryn Limoi who arranged and 

paid for their performance.   

 

 

 

 

Above:  Stephen Randolph declares the signal box 

open. 

Left:  Richard Warrington thanks all those involved 

while the Swindon Brass Band prepare to entertain 

the troops. 
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Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Trust 

The annual general meeting of the Trust was held at the Goods Shed on Wednesday 18th May 2022 

with about 40 members present. The following Trustees stood down from the Board but were 

unanimously re-elected: Mr Richard Warrington, Mr Stephen Hirst, Mr Richard Lark and Mr Douglas 

Looman.  The relatively recent appointments of Dr Tony Walsh (as representative for Tetbury Town 

Council) and  Mr Phillip Hodson were confirmed by the members. (For information, the seventh 

Trustee is Mrs Carol Paton.) It was reported that since the last AGM six Trustees had resigned from 

the Board: Mr Simon Rawlins,  Mr Rob McCorkell, Mrs Christine Berry, Ms Claire Jeffries, Mrs Roz 

Goodwin and Mr Colin Pearce. The Chairman thanked them for their service, especially Mrs Christine 

Berry who continues to play a major role in the work of the Goods Shed. 

The Chairman was very pleased to announce that in January 2022 the Trust had invited Lady (Elise) Smith 

OBE to be our new Patron.  Lady Smith succeeds HRH the Prince of Wales whose period of patronage 

actually finished 3 years after he became Patron in 2002 (as we have recently been informed by Clarence 

House!)  We are very pleased that our new Patron has agreed to take up the position as she has extensive 

understanding of music and events, with a wide range of contacts and connections that may be very useful 

going forward.  She was also instrumental in getting the Goods Shed its Steinway grand piano. 

The Chair of the Trust, Richard Warrington gave a full report on the Trust and its recent activities, some 

highlights of which can be read at the end of this newsletter. 

 

Recent Goods Shed Events 

 
In the last two months there have been some great events at the Goods Shed.  Jazz nights remain popular 

and The Jazz Defenders on 7th May were terrific.  On the 14th May we had another “nightclub” 

Event with Tango Calor.  On 21st May, as part of the Piano Series, there was a wonderful classical 

performance by the brilliant young pianist Mishka Rushdie Momen.  Demonstrating our commitment to all 

genres this was followed at the end of the month by the Tom Petty Legacy Band, a tribute act. 

A major first for the Goods Shed was the appearance on 10th June of the well-known Alistair McGowan, 

famous to many of us for his comedy impressions, however, the performance was largely short piano 

pieces, interspersed with funny commentaries and impressions.  Alistair admitted to only ever having 

Grade 2 in piano, but it was obvious he had spent many hours during Covid improving (his sister is a concert 

pianist) and most of his pieces were not only well played but were excellent choices.  It was an excellent 

evening’s entertainment.  Incidentally, he informed the audience that our Steinway was the best piano he 

had so far had the privilege to play. 

On the 18th the Goods Shed laid on a free jazz festival with several bands giving rave performances despite 

the inclement weather.  We think we achieved our aim of bring jazz, and music in general, to many people 

who might never have thought of attending a Goods Shed concert.  To round off the mixture of events, on 

the 25th June there was a very funny Comedy Club session (as long as you were not in the front row!) 

For children we had a performance called Stars and Sails on the 12th June performed by the Tidal Tales 

Collective.  This was a beautiful combination of songs, sounds and storytelling.  In addition to all the above 

we had our regular Shed Talks, with Giles Darkes in May and Sophia Ashe in June , and the usual Wednesday 

afternoon tea concerts and Piano Club. 

So, something for everyone.  There is a reduction in events over the next couple of  months but make 

sure you keep abreast of the upcoming autumn programme and book to attend at least one or two of 

the great events – you will not regret it. 

 

 

Cinema 

The lack of suitable films available for showing by small venues has had a major impact on the cinema’s 
programming and this now means that there are only about two films per month, but the good news 
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is that those films are well worth watching.  Two really excellent films have been Belfast, an 

autobiographical film of Kenneth Branagh’s in the eponymous city, and The Duke, a brilliant film about 
the theft of Goya’s painting of the Duke of Wellington from the National Gallery in 1961.  Jim 

Broadbent is hilarious as the annoying social campaigner who steals the picture – or did he?  Helen 

Mirren gives her usual excellent performance as his long-suffering wife.  Other films shown included 

yet another remake of Death on the Nile and Cyrano starring Peter Dinklage. 

Engagement with Youth 

The Trustees are very keen to have young 

people become more involved with the Goods 

Shed. We were all therefore delighted to see 

an exhibition of art by students from Sir 

William Romney’s School.  The exhibition, 

which was on for a week, 22-26 June, had 90 

pieces of work from Years 7 to 11 including 

some which were created as GCSE pieces.  

Many people came to view, especially at the 

private evening viewing where there was 

upwards of 130.  In the same week we were 

treated to some excellent musicians and 

singers from Westonbirt School who gave an 

excellent performance at the Wednesday 

afternoon tea concert on 22nd June.  

     

Above: Evening viewing of the art exhibition produced by 

students from Sir William Romney School. 

 

Below: Some excellent examples of the quality of the art. 
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Playtime Happens at the Goods Shed  

Staying with young people, we have recently had the exciting news that Tesco have selected our 

request to support “Playtime Happens at the Goods Shed!”   The Goods Shed will host a professional 

theatre company for a fun, relaxed participatory theatre session aimed at 2- to 6-year-olds and their 

accompanying grown-ups  The Workshop will help children develop co-ordination and confidence in 

a fun and stimulating way and encourage creativity at all times.  

We are lucky to be supported by Tesco's Community Grants and you can support our bid by using 

the blue tokens to vote at Tetbury Tesco every time you shop from now until the end of 

September.  Make sure you grab a handful buttons and put them in the “Playtime Happens at the 

Goods Shed!” 

 

Greening Tetbury 

Tip of the month: 

 

 

200 Club – Grand Draw 

The June draw of  the 200 Club produced the following winners: 1st prize – Rachel Wright, 2nd prize –
Phillip Hodson and 3rd prize Brian Dejean.    The July winners were 1st prize – Annabella Lucy, 2nd 

prize – Sue Stockley and 3rd prize – Karl Evans.  Many thanks to who kindly donated their prize 

money back to the Goods Shed. 

If you are not a member of the 200 Club,  please do consider joining.  Just go to the Goods Shed’s 
website at https://shed-arts.co.uk or ask at the Goods Shed. 

  

https://shed-arts.co.uk/
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Café  

Great news – the crowdfunding appeal for a replacement awning has made good progress – thanks to 

individuals and some pledges from local businesses, including a generous one from Cotswold District 

Council.  Another temporary structure is not the ideal solution but, as the major extension that the 

Trust hopes to build will probably take at least 5 years to achieve, the new awning will be a major 

practical and aesthetic improvement for café customers, especially in the winter months. 

At the end of May the café had a major setback when Sasha had an accident that kept her from work 

for 3 weeks.  Thankfully she is now back on her feet.  Many thanks to all those who helped keep the 

café running during that period. 

Exhibitions  

In May the Goods Shed held an exhibition of pictures by Trish Claridge with nearly all the pictures, 

both large and small, being paintings of flowers.  Here are two examples: 

   

 

The current exhibition is by Sandra Chin who is showing her contemporary paintings exploring time 

and the elements: 
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From the Archive  

Recycling is Not New 

You may recall from a previous issue of 

this Newsletter the photo (right) of GWR 

0-4-2  Class 517 locomotive standing in 

Tetbury with its crew and some of the 

Tetbury station staff. 

This engine worked the line from 

December 1909 to December 1912 and 

was scrapped at Swindon in 1913 after 45 

years’ service. Some Class 517s soldiered 
on until well into the 1930s. 

I recently came across the photograph 

below which is not of engine 520 but of 

517, the first in the 517 class, shown as 

originally built.  This would also have 

been how 520 came out of the shop. The 

Victorians certainly new how to make 

and mend and Victorian engineers were great recyclers long before it became fashionable.  As you 

can see, after a few rebuilds the engines became almost unrecognisable from their original designs.  

They were certainly built and rebuilt to last.  The GWR "Castle" Class locomotive 4037, "The South 

Wales Borderers" (a rebuilt "Star" Class), was in service from 1910 to 1962 and recorded a total 

mileage of 2,429,722 in service.  

 

  

  

Above: The Tetbury crew and staff photographed in 1910 at the 

Tetbury cutting. Mr Hawker, the station master, is 2nd from the left, 

and Tommy Curtis, guard, is 4th from the left. On the extreme right is 

Charlie Griffiths, a travelling porter. The driver in the cab is thought to 

be Jack Ford 
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Some Highlights of the Chairman’s Report to the AGM held on 16th May 2022. 

The Trust has extended its remit from being the arts and entertainment hub for the residents of the Tetbury 

and surrounding villages to also promoting inclusion, social engagement and wellbeing in the local 

community through a programme of arts-based activities and performance.  Therefore during 2021 the 

Trustees developed its Three-year Development Strategy  focusing on ‘Three Imperatives’ - Artistic 

Ambition; Financial Sustainability; and Community Obligations.  In support of these objectives, it has 

continued to develop a diverse range of musical genres across its concerts – classical, jazz, folk, blue-grass, 

tribute bands and the piano club - with the goal of becoming a leading, small-sized, arts centre in the 

Cotswolds by 2023. 

The Community Obligation is an important element for the Goods Shed’s future ambition, so there will be 
a focus on engaging with local schools to encourage arts and entertainment involvement, encourage 

participation, and hopefully boost attendance numbers from the younger age-groups.  Market research 

was undertaken during 2021 to assess how the Shed can extend these community obligations and attract 

new clientele.  The feedback was positive, but there are clearly challenges in encouraging younger people 

to come to the venue.  There is still a perception that the Goods Shed is for the older generation and is 

focused on classical music or ‘higher brow’ events. The Trustees wish to quell that view by encouraging 
links to the local schools and youth clubs to find out what types of events might meet their needs. 

The Trust has applied to Arts Centre England (ACE) for recognition as a National Portfolio Organisation 

(NPO). This has been pulled together by Trustees Douglas Looman and Carol Paton, with important support 

from Joseph Durning. ‘Let’s Create’ is the ACE 10-year strategy and includes a range of objectives, which it 

expects applicants to meet, including some environmental elements (for instance, improving recycling, 

changing energy sources, etc) and we are working with Greening Tetbury on these aspects.  

The Trust’s operations have been significantly impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic which emphasised that 

it cannot depend only on the income from events.  The café was a key contributor and Sasha Jenner and 

her staff must be praised for their hard work.  The turnover of the café in the year to 30 November 2021 

reached nearly £250,000, contributing more than £40,000 to the Trust’s funds, however, we cannot survive 

on the income from the café and events alone – we need to secure grants, donations and sponsorship.   An 

example of this is the crowd-funding initiative that is underway to raise funds to buy a new 

canopy/marquee for outside the café’s serving hatch. We are hoping to raise £13,000 but need more 

pledges to reach that target.  

Many thanks are due to Jill Dodge and her helpers in raising funds.   In addition, grants have been received  

from CDC (rate rebates and small business COVID-19 related support) and the David Thomas Trust; 

Renishaw and the Martin Smith Foundation sponsored October’s Environment Day. Also the Rowland 

Trust, Enovert Community, Cotswold District Council and a range of other smaller organisations provided 

specific funds to support the Tetbury Trail project. We also recently received a grant from Tetbury Town 

Council to promote community inclusion. 

Of course, the enormous contribution and support provided by all our staff and volunteers is acknowledged 

and very much appreciated.  The Trustees are very conscious of the enormous contribution provided by 

these volunteers, whose time and talents ensure the smooth running of the arts centre on a weekly basis. 

I can’t mention them all, but in particular, Jennie, Ros, Judith, Debbie, Anita, Nigel and Josie have been 

amazing. The volunteers offer expertise at all levels, without them the Goods Shed could not survive.  

We are considering expansion plans to extend the café kitchen, provide more indoor seating, create more 

office space and some small workshop rooms, and also a better area for the events’ artists/performers to 
change in (a Green Room).  This development will be a long-term project, be subject to planning and will 

need extensive fund-raising.  In the short to medium-term,  because bar sales are an important income 

generator supplementing the contribution from evening events, the Trustees intend to obtain, hopefully 

before the end of the year,  a more effective and efficient bar in the form of a containerised solution.  


