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Tetbury Rail Land Regeneration Trust  
  

Friends of the Goods Shed 
Newsletter No 52 – December 2022 
 
Community, Creativity, Culture  
 

Merry Christmas to One and All 

It is now 6 years since the then Prince of 
Wales officially opened the Tetbury 
Goods Shed Arts Centre.  Much has 
changed since then – the monarch, the 
buildings and, indeed, our very way of 
life driven by Covid concerns and world 
crises.  Fortunately, the enthusiasm of 
the Trustees and the volunteers has 
continued  unabated, and we can all be 
proud of how the Goods Shed Arts 
Centre has become a cultural hub of 
South Gloucestershire.   The Goods Shed 
provides first class entertainment for all 
- cinema, theatre, live music, both 
popular and classical – but it has also 
fulfilled its commitment to serve the 
whole community providing 
educational classes for children, afternoon concerts for the older generations, environment days and 
just plain family fun at the free Off the Rails events.  The Trust has also taken great care of the Goods 
Shed’s heritage by bringing back home the original Tetbury signal box, installing informative signs 
describing the railway’s history, endorsing plans to reinstate the canopy above the main doors and 
maintaining that delightful two mile walk along the old railway track that is the Tetbury Trail.   

Like all arts centres, the Goods Shed struggles to pay 
its overheads with the revenues from events, never 
mind being able to generate funds to improve its 
facilities.  We rely on benefactors, both corporate and 
individual, to provide that extra money.  In the coming 
year we hope you will support two of our fundraising 
projects.  One will be the Red-Carpet Club whereby a 
relatively small outlay will enable members to make 
fuller use of the marvellous events planned for the 
future.  The other will be a drive to ask people to 
consider a legacy to the Goods Shed.  We do hope you 
will give both of these projects your consideration. 

Here's wishing you a very merry Christmas and a happy new year from all at the Goods Shed.  God 
save the King! 

22nd December 2016 - Stephen Hirst, Mayor of Tetbury, and Will 
Cook, Trust Chairman, greet the HRH The Prince of Wales 
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Developments at the Goods Shed  

Many visitors drive down to the long-term car park and wonder what the large building on the right 
is.  You have to get very close to read that it is the Goods Shed Arts Centre.  To remedy this deficiency 
the Trust is going to put a simple sign high up on the end of the building. Planning permission is being 
sought. 

Our shed-arts website is getting very old and creaky.  It is not the easiest site to move around and 
book events.  The Trustees appreciate that the website is the main gateway to the Arts Centre and 
needs to be smart and effective.  A new website is being designed and should be available for use by 
spring of 2023. 

The fitting out of the containerised bar is going well and all the plumbing and electrical work is now 
complete.  We have even managed to finally get some lighting into our storage container. Winter is 
not the best time of the year to be asking visitors to events to pop outside to get their refreshments 
but there will be protection from the rain.  In the summer it will be a wonderful opportunity for people 
to mill around and enjoy their drinks.  The main purpose of the bar, however, is to allow quicker and 
more efficient service to customers while reducing the workload of our incredible bar volunteers. 

Winter is also not the best time to be clambering up to the 
steelwork of the old canopy above the main entrance, but work is 
progressing in the background to reinstate the historic structure.  
We have procured the necessary dagger boards for the valance 
that will run around the outside of the frame.  This will provide 
the canopy with that iconic GWR look and give it back its famed 
heritage. 

Christmas Fair 

Over the weekend of 3rd and 4th 
December the Goods Shed hosted its 
traditional Christmas Fair.  The Fair was 
well attended with visitors delighting in 
the skill and artistry that had gone into 
the many items that were for sale.  There 
was great demand for the limited 
number of pitches available and this 
ensured that only the best quality items 
were presented for sale.  While many of 
the regular stall holders were present 
there were also several new faces.   Both 
stall holders and visitors agreed that the 
Fair was a great success. 

 
Other Recent Goods Shed Events 
 
The past two  months have seen  two interesting talks, the first in conjunction with the Yellow 
Lighted Bookshop was by the well-known author Jackie Morris on 7 Oct, the second by David Abram 
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on 23 Nov about how he uses aerial cameras to capture images of prehistoric ceremonial sites and 
settlements. 

On 8 Octo the Goods Shed held another in its series of 
Comedy Clubs which drew a good crowd as did Keith 
James on the 15th and the Moscow Drug Club jazz 
evening on 22 Oct.  On the 29th there was another 
excellent evening of jazz with the Brubeck Project. Two 
unusual events in October were the Community 
Environment Day on the 9th when several 
environmentally interested groups and companies set 
up their stalls in the Goods Shed and engaged with 
visitors, the second was the inaugural 451 ComicCon 
day on the 16th.    It was very successful and pulled in a 
whole new set of visitors to the Goods Shed Oct.  The 
organiser, Kevin Painter, was well pleased and we hope 
this will just be the first of many more ComicCon days. 
 
November started with a classical concert by the Karski 
Quartet with David Waterman.  Less demanding but 
with audience participation, on the 12th we welcomed 
back  the 
Magnificent 

AK47s with 
their great A 

Capella singing and down-to-earth humour.   Later in the 
month we had a one-man performance by Gerard Logan who 
gave us his theatrical production Hauntings.  On 26th the two 
ladies who form Suthering gave us a singing performance.  
The month ended with a tremendous performance by 
Swindon Brass squeezed on to our small stage.  It was great 
fun and should have been enjoyed by many more people than 
formed the relatively small audience. 
 
Meanwhile the afternoon piano club concerts on the last 
Wednesday afternoon of every month and the tea concerts every Wednesday afternoon in between 
go from strength to strength.  These amateur performances are truly amazing, and we are very 
grateful to the artists who give us their time and skills for no reward.  
 

Cinema 

After a rather dry period of good films in the summer we had some excellent and popular offerings in 
October and November.  The films shown were Elvis, Uncharted, Maverick, The Road Dance, Where 
the Crawdads Sing, Oliver! and Fisherman’s Friends.  Elvis, Maverick and Where the Crawdads Sing 
were almost sell-outs and did much to get us back to where we need to be.  Cinema at the Goods Shed 
is a great experience.  Do give it a go if you have not so far. 

Volunteers at the Goods Shed  

As you will know the Goods Shed depends on volunteers in all areas – duty managers, event 
managers bar staff, technicians, stewards, project managers and labourers.  We ask a lot of 
volunteers, but it can be very rewarding.  By becoming a volunteer you gain an instant family and 

Performers at a Wednesday afternoon tea 
concert 

A visiting Dalek at the Goods Shed’s inaugural 
ComicCon event on 16th October 2022 
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you meet some very interesting people. Duties permitting, you get to see great live performances 
and films for free. 

We acknowledge that in the past communication with volunteers has been difficult.  It has 
sometimes been difficult to properly organise training and to let volunteers get into a routine of 
volunteering that suits them.  We have been slow at getting back to people who have offered their 
services.  We hope that we are tackling these problems and by greater use of social media we plan 
to keep everyone in the loop and feeling part of the great organization that is the Goods Shed.  
Providing greater benefits for volunteers is also being explored. 

If you are looking to give of your time to a charitable cause, or just to be part of a very sociable 
group, please consider volunteering.  You may have been involved before and been disappointed; 
please give us a second chance.  Our new co-ordinator, Lorraine Smith, can be found in the Goods 
Shed foyer Wednesdays to Fridays 10am -4pm or email coordinator@shed-arts.co.uk. 

Exhibitions  

The exhibition in the Goods Shed since 31 October has been by the Bath Textiles group.   There is 
wonderful artwork on display with very original designs.  Although all based on textiles, the techniques 
include embroidery,  patchwork, applique and painting.  Needless to say, the skill level was of the 
highest order producing a superb exhibition.  Here are just a few of the many wonderful artworks on 
display: 

 

mailto:coordinator@shed-arts.co.uk


5 
 

 

 

 

200 Club – Grand Draw 

The November draw of  the 200 Club produced the following winners: 1st prize - Nigel Berry, 2nd prize 
– Nikki Ind and 3rd prize – Philip and Caroline Langston.    The December  winners were 1st prize – 
Adrian Sparrowhawk, 2nd prize – Richard Lark and 3rd prize – Chris and Lyn Howard.  Many thanks to 
those winners who kindly donated their prize money back to the Goods Shed. 

If you are not a member of the 200 Club,  please do consider joining.  Just go to the Goods Shed’s 
website at https://shed-arts.co.uk or ask at the Goods Shed. 

Greening Tetbury 

Tip of the month: 

 

https://shed-arts.co.uk/
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From the Archive 

Sentinel LNER Y3 Tested on Tetbury Branch Line 

In 1926 the GWR purchased from the Sentinel Waggon Works two patent geared, four-wheeled 
steam locomotives. They had vertical boilers set within the cab, rather than at one end. Works No. 
40 (build 68515) was built as a demonstrator for the GWR. It went to Swindon for trials and was 
given the GWR number 12. Capable of a speed of 15 miles per hour (24 km/h), a Y3 was  tested on 
the Tetbury branch but was not a success. From October 1926, it was used on the Malmesbury 

Branch. It also saw 
service in Shropshire 
and Montgomery, 
before being sold in 
1934 for industrial use 
through to 1958. No. 40 
is currently based at 
the Buckinghamshire 
Railway Centre, 
Quainton. 

The Sentinel Waggon 
Works Ltd was a British 
company based 
in Shrewsbury, 
Shropshire, that made 
steam-powered lorries, 
railway locomotives, 
and later, diesel-

engined lorries, buses and locomotives.  All of the Big Four companies performed trials of the 
Sentinel C.E. ("Centre Engine") type, but the LNER used them the most prolifically designating them 
Y1 (single geared) and Y3 (two-geared). The C.E. locomotive was based upon their steam road 
lorries, using the same type of vertical 
boiler, and a similar chain drive to the 
wheels. The trials showed that the 
Sentinel C.E. was capable of drawing a 
constant drawbar over a distance. This 
was due to the chain drive. The chain 
drive was also advantageous because it 
did not produce a hammer-blow to the 
track - unlike a traditional steam 
locomotive motion. As such, it was 
considered ideal for work on small 
branches and yards where the track may 
not have been of a high standard. These 
shunting locomotives also consumed 
only about 15lb of coal per mile.  

Due to their slow speed, the Y1 and Y3 shunters were rarely used to haul trains. Instead, they proved 
particularly useful shunting in small yards where there was insufficient work for a larger locomotive. 
Another advantage was that they could be operated by one person.  Most were withdrawn from 
service in the late 1940s and 1950s, with a seven surviving as department stock into the early 1960s. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sentinel_Waggon_Works
http://www.bucksrailcentre.org/
http://www.bucksrailcentre.org/
http://www.bucksrailcentre.org/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shrewsbury
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lorry
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diesel_engine
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Diesel_engine
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Compared to virtually every other 20th century steam locomotive, the Sentinel Y1 and Y3 shunters 
had an unusual vertical design. The boiler was vertical with two vertical cylinders - one on each side. 
These were connected by a common crankshaft with camshafts which set the cut-off. Roller chains 
then transmitted power from sprockets on the crankshaft to sprockets on each of the two axles.  The 
recommended crankshaft speed was 500rpm, with Sentinel quoting a maximum of 600rpm which 
corresponds to a locomotive speed of 21mph. Typically, the engines were run at about 300rpm. 

The Y3 had multiple sprockets of 
two different sizes on the 
crankshaft. A spur wheel allowed 
the working sprocket set to be 
changed - so changing the gearing. 
This gear change could only be 
performed when stationary. Low 
gear was intended for shunting, 
whilst high gear was intended for 
running light or working short goods 
trains. With the 19:19 sprocket ratio 
design, the rated maximum of 
600rpm gave 36.5mph in high gear, 
and 13.5mph in low gear. 

The vertical boiler was cylindrical, with an inner firebox. Coal was fed in at the top. The grate (at the 
bottom) was slightly conical, so that coal fell towards the circumference. Boiler tubes were arranged 
in a spiral fashion at a total of three different angles. Construction was hence quite complicated, and 
Sentinel contracted firebox construction to Galloways of Manchester.  A superheater fitted into the 
top of the firebox. This was readily removed for maintenance or inspection. 

 

Any questions or comments to the editor: David Walker, opheliatheboat@gmail.com 


